Birmingham Labour Group and

THE METSO MONCRIEFFE AFFAIR

Gn 7 October, at a full meeting of
Birmingham City Council, Councillar
Phii Murphy presented a petiiion,
Signed by over 4,000  Birmingham
residants, the petition said: ‘We ine
undersigned residents of Birmingnaw
call upon Eirmingnan City Counctl to dg
gll in 1ts powers to stop  Metso
Moncrieffe being deported from Eritain,
We also call uoon the Council to make
Metsy Moncrieffe a3 Freeman of  the
City,'

The petition was seconded and after
vobing the Lord Mayor deciared  the
petitian ¢ould mot be atcepted because
there were more votes against 1t being
received  than  for, It 13 alwvost
unprecadented for 3 oatit1on naf to be
received by Council - thay are gquite
distinct from resolutions,

After  this  deciaration, two
supparters of Warkers Against Racise
unfolded their banner and shouted ‘Na
deportationt Metso  Mongrisffe  pust
stay!' The palice were ordered o
remave tham, Pandemoniun had hroken out
in the Council Chamber,

Meanwhile Phil Murphy challenged the
ruling asking 1f 1t was  against
praciice, crecedent and procedure for a
resolutian o be deciared 'lost', The
reply sa:? :t was up to the Council,
Gounzrl  leacer,  Dick  Knowles, then
deplored ire desgnstiration amd said the
pet1tion wiuid have been received but
tor the ~-a2ference to naking Metso
Moncriefée a Freeman of the tity,

C'llr Mick Rice then demanded 2
named vote, Trhis was refused, Than
(titlr Gurdev Manky re-presented the
petition under his name, This was rulad
aut  2f  arder, ('lir  Albert  Bore
thallengad this ruling at [east six
Limes hacause the Lord Mayor refused to
allow the City Solicitor o make 3

PULING,

fEr——— —

fitk Knowles - opposed raceiving
getition,

Pandemoniud  ¢ontinued with Alpert
Bore si1ting Jown when the Lord Mayor
stood up and then rising a3ain as soon
as the Lard Bavor sat down, The impasss
was broken when the Lord Mayar falled
on C'lle Carless to present another
oetition, This he 414,

Although there 15 2 certain element

af  farce in these events, some
important lessons can be  [earned,
Normally petitions are not won ar lost,
merely raferred 13 the  rezlevant
rommittes for c¢onsideration, How then
d1d 1t come about tnat 3 petition to
nelp prevent the gepriatian of & young
nlack man tailed o be raceived by 3
Laoaur  conrtroiled  Councti?  Dick
Knowles statement o the Counctl said
1t was Dbecause it raferved o making
Matgn Moncriaffe a Freeman of the city,
In this way C'1lr Knowies was maxing 1t
qurte clear that he was prepareq io
coliude with the Toaries oo Eirmingham

City Countil tz defeat a3 patition
becauss he A1d not like the request
being nade, It Ls impartant $o vememper

hera that it was not being g2cided
whather to (onfer Fraaman status simply
whether ar not 0 receive the 23t1t1dn,
Knogles was sayirng to  over 4,040
resigents that he was net even oreparad
to tontamplate such a  reguest, (et
alone grant 1%, He was 3lso orepared 9
coliude with trne Tartes 1n ramoving
from 2 member of the Labour &roup 3
fundamental right =~ 4o present
petitiong on benaif of residents,

There 15, howevsr & hroader lesson
to b2 drawn, [t 1s avidept that the
controiliing right wing of tne Labour
qroup 15 gquite  happy  to make
superficlal claims ahout i1tz commstment
to raglal equaltty, Thege ciaims ssem
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to be wmade as a public relationg
axsercise 4o misiead  the  Black
giortorate 1n their wards  1nto

telieving they are seriously commitied
‘v racial eguality policies, Gut when
this same right wing group are cailed
an 4o demonstrate their commitment in
practice they are found wanting, The
superficviality of thair claims become
ayigeny  Qick Knowles and thase who
cupoart hig seem (o ba ielling the
%1ack of Birmingham and the country as
3 wnole that they are quite happy to
51t argund  and  see  black  people
deoovted berause doing something about
17 might cause tham ‘embDarassment’ ang
farce them t9 change theif preconcelves
A of what dlacy peapig should v
™ nnt da o

-
-
-

flant racise,
Mancriatie atfalr shows
why Dick ¥powlag and the right
shranuously - resisted
s1ct o Lahour  Farty
Race Refations and fqual

tnay are gimply 0ot
'Qm*‘*ta1 ba than,

The &iacx communitiss Can draw only
arme canciugran rron this and tha Laboyr
s recapd v the pastt Kpovles
BJST g3, In thE w0ras 0f a Brodish way
brwe  lezcar: "You have 53t nera ud
1R TAC any gsad viu might have oeen

At
I

Ins Metgn
fleariy
Wing have g9
Birwingnan Y13t
pairicies 49
Qopartunities:

J

e A

doing",

glack penple are fighting & war
against racisa, We <can only support
those leaders who are prepared to join
in that war, Those who are not part of
the solution are part of ithe probies,

Knowles 1s clearly not part of the

sotution,

Counciliar Fhil Murphy,

FPostscript:
After writing this article, Phii

Nurghy told ‘Friefing’ that he had

learned that Knowles and company had
decided that it was Phil Murphy and not
Bick Knowlss who had to go, [t appears
they have decided to remove bim from
vice-chatr of the Race Relations and

Equal Opportunities Committes at the
next Countil meeting, It seems they are
alsn  instructing officers of  the

Council mat to allow him t9 opsrate as
vice-chalr of the commitiee, or 1indeed
36 hale during tne absence of the
chairperson, This s because aonly 3
full  Counzitl meating can revoke an
appatntment made by a full Council
meeting, FPhil i5 concernsd about the
legality of these instruttiong and aiso
what 1t 13 that people are afraid he
night 30 while acting as ¢hair parson!
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Youth and

Ireland

Day School
8 November

Birminghas University,

Speakers inckude Sinn Fein, MR,
Christine Crawley MEPF, Black Sectioms,
LRI, LCT and many more,

Get your siudents’ unton, labour tlub
ar other 2arganisation to spongor the
schonl, For more infarmation, c¢antact;
Jin Padmore, o/o &4 Bickion C[lose,
Erdington, Birmingham, or tel; 021 £43
5904,

Nexit month......

l Naxt month  ‘Brisfing’ will have fuil

caverage of the V1sit py Sinn faln
counciiiors that was taking piare as we
want to press, there will also Dpe the
usual up to date coverage of what's

going on in the Birminghanm sarty,

YARDI.EY CON'I'INUES WITCH-HUNT

eROUIT 1he

Erarysiye
gi1n

Lanour
Conmitiee
Yardley
zavty 10 1%s COmpiainy
¢hiihgal’s  membershio of
Brrmingnan Diseridt Ladour #arty,

Tna latiay party neadgquarters
in Yziwartn Boad 15 int2resting for 2
nymher of rR3sonsg,

Firetiy, the latiar was gent
Sally  Gar party, of which Ea0
remoar  angd the Yardlay party,
L9 “?c nimsait,  the
reg of tne d: soute
ecuﬂdlv tne NEC seens, fram the
iavier  to D2 mor2 than a  l1tiie
£ONTUSREC aboyt the yhole busingss, Nome
af  this, ot course,  will b2 any
sufprise Lo anyone «hQ nas Deen an ¢he
vaceiving end of Yardley's athentions
11 the past,

The lattar, like the pravious
decision on the rafusal of the Yardlay
party to accept five people, some of

re3intably
% Watsonal
L1 nag 2idec the
cargtityenty

zhoyt  Boh

’:l‘lﬂr&

Lo the

19 3
Dyt nat
nersan  at  the

whom  ware  transfers  fron other
constituenciss, into membership, makas
po mentian of the word ‘expel’, Nor

2685 14 Jive any reasan for 1is 1mplied
:all for the suspansion of the camrade,
and of course nerther Bob nar the Selly
Qak party had any chance to presant
their case tn the NEC, Sounds familias?

Meanwhile  the Selly Qak Party nas
takan 3 firm and uneguivocal stand on
the whols Dusiness, The party has a
iong-standing oppasition to expulsions,
was affiliated to ‘'tabour Rgalnst the

Witeh-hunt' saeveral vyears 3go, and
sybmitted 3 resolution  on the
khan/Scaliy case to  this vyear's
national conterence,

At a  recent Beneral Committee
meating,  Councriiar  Albert  Bore

nropased a resoiution advising the NEC
golitely, out firmly that Selly OQak
¥as deeply disturbed by this attack on
ane of its members, that 1t understood
the original NEC decigion as uphiaiding

the exglusiong fron Yardlay, but that
Selly nak was a differant constitusncy
narty and was keen to have Bob as 3

gembar, The raspiution  was  passed
unanimously and Bob was sieiiarly re-
endorsed  as  one  of  ine party's

delagatas to the Districi Party,

Meanwhils, the Yardley parily, stiil
sulking, have triad o take it out an
their left gelegates to the Disyrict
Party Dy withdrawing their delegation,
ghich, of course, inrgluges the District
Farty secretary, Margaret «elis, In
addition, Yardley were ong of the four
8irmingnam partigs not to submit A
resolution  to  this year's pary
conference, Again, they were named at
the tast District Party neating as one
of the four party's holding back funds
that are assential to the work of tne
District,

Kice ane, Yardiey! Keap 1t up:

s ——-
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BIRMINGHAM LCC - A FADING
~ INFLUENGE

A major review of the growth of the
Labour left in Birmingham is being
compiled by the Birmingham Labour Co-
ordinating Committee {LLC},

This review comes hot on the heels
of a similar LCC project nationally,
Birmingham LCC feels it is necessary to
take stock of its position in the city,
where its own influence has faltered
and decliined at a time when nationally
the LCC is tlaiming to have seized the
inttiative, and when, 1n Birmingham,
the focus for the left has shifted to
‘Briefing’ and the new Summerfisid
Aroup,

A five page first draft docusent
sets out a commentary on the fortunes
of the l1eft since the formation of
Sireinghan Labour Left (BLL) in 1981,
[ts political analysis apparently owss
much to Andrew Lydon, a mesber of Hall
Green (LP and a 'veteran' of the aold
BLL,

The failure of the Birningham LCC 13
agttributed mainly to the difficulties
1% has found in presenting a united and
distinctive stance to the rest of the
party, Tha dotusent points fo  the
lengthy debate that fook place in 1935
aver the 'rates crisis’. LCT members
ended up not  pubting  forward any

alternatives, in contrast the the firm
stance coming from the recently formad
‘Briafing’ group, Moreaver, as the
docunent evplains, "& long standing LCC
asmber, Albert Bore, had been &
principal assistant to Dick Knowles in
preseniing the leadership's ctase®
resulting in  further fragmentation
¥1thin the LCC.

True to the openly frank and honest
tane throughout the document, 10 admits
that ‘Sriefing’' supporters have bean
the loudest single wvorce at Disirict
Party level, LCC membars a1d nat ari in
ynpison in realising tne need o Break
with the ‘Sriefing’ bleck and  pus
foryard alternativas “io prevent the
LCC becoming a subsidrary o Briefing '

The review 15 scathing of the new
Summerfield Graup, which it claims has
“tonbinued  the  closed  aractice
ar1ginating with the Birminghas Labour
Lats,  thus the organised laft becomas
3 group that 1s more osreonally cogy
rather than coharently political®, The
Summarfield Group s olameq far ihe
fariure of Lynne Joaes *o He elested o
the Labour fGroup Officers (Executive!
gosition in 1986, and tar axposing
Therasa Siewart to a serious challengs
fgr her position as chairgersor of the

Social Services comaities,

Although a welcome and necessary
contribution  to  serious  political
debate in Birmingham, the LCC document
skates over the fundamental sirategic
problems facing the ‘soft' laft, Albert
Bore and Greg Lampbell set the agenda
for this sector of the left in 1983
¥1th a strateqy they talled “drawing in
the centre®,  The most fundamental
factar underlying the fading influence
of Birmingham LCC, and its failure to
present a gonarant political
aglternative, lies in the realisation
that this strategy has proved to pe a
complete  flop, They nave pesn left
igolated and marginalised by tne
palarisation of the Birmingras party
around ted clear and rival patnways -
sore 9¢ the same under Bick Knowles and
connany . %) a  new  gorlalist
amministration  focyssez  on the
Summerfiela Groun/ ‘Briefing’ 1aft

virminghan LCC faces a cnoice as ta
wnich side of the fenge 1t 15 going tis
wmp. Or will 1t cantines 12 51t
patnfully abave tne  rest of  yg,
gemsaning the  fazy tRat mo-ane any
longer takes any antice of jut

Youth
Against
Apartheid

Over the last ‘ftweive monihs thers
hag besn a massive increase In the
struggle to overthrow apartheld 1n
South Africa and Namibia, The white

e e e e _

South African regime has responged with
batang, bullats, datentlons and
purdars,

‘Youlh Agalnst Apariheid 1§ ogen ta
all under 26 who wish to fight for
santtions against apartheld and byild
golidarity  with  the organisations
struggling for freedom 1n South Africa
and Namibia,

Youth Against Apartheid
meet every Thursday at
Birmingham's Other Bookshop
137 bDigbeth, 7,30 pm.
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CAMPAIGN FOR THE REINSTATEMENT OF
AMIR KHAN AND KEVIN SCALLY

The struggle continues...

Despita losing by a narro¥ vote at
nyself will,
to campaign for our re~:
adnission t0 the Labour Party, Prior
we had been informed

Conference, Amit and
gontinue

to Conference,
that the National Executive Commitige
(NEC} had decided 4o reopen the case,

becayse of our legal challenge, Our
immediate task now will be to try o

snsure that this does not result in a
stitch-up, 1f Ken Cure is in charge,
than it will 98,

The vote at Conference was S,dt
millian to 2.7 atllion, We managed to

vin the support of the vast majority
of c(onstituency delegates as weil as
that of the Trangport and General
Workaes  Unian, NUPE  and  several

smaller unions, During our lobbying of

trade unionigts before the vote, 1t
¥as clear that many had decided to
oppose the resolutian enly on the
grounds that the NEC was re-exawining
the case, Moreaver, many delegations
wera swayed by the wvery broad hint
that Larry Whitty, Labour Farty
General Secredary, had Jiven in his
speech on the debate, Re indicated
that cases iiks our would be dealt
vith verv favourably by the NEC,
Aftarwards, ¥hitty told me that he had
opposed our expulsion but conceded

that the NEC sajority would nol De

influencea by his views,

During Confarence, both Amir and:
nyself were struck Dy the exteni of
the gaodwill and support we received,
delegates, We were

fron ardinary
invited to gpeak at numerous fringe
neatings, including the 7ribunme rally,

the Campaign Growp of (labour Ms
rally, the Campaign for Labour Farty
Democracy rally and the Clabowr (o
It was.
¢lear that support came from right

ordinating Commities rally,

across the political spectrum, and
that even many right wingers were
uneasy at the

W

expulsions, QOn the:

Kevin Scally

conference fringe circuit, Sparkbraox
constituency party gain2g a reputation
that it will take a long $ime 0 live
down, On the ave of the final day of
Conferance, at the celebrated Aed
fovye performed before an audiente of
1500 delegates including Neil Kianock

Amir Khan

4

ninseif, Sparkbrook CLP was the
subject of one of the most caustic
sketchas,

Otharwise, this was a Conference
when the leadership was in coaplete
control and where tvade uniong, 1n
particular, were unwilling to rock the
boat, Dur cause was a parbicularly
sensitive one, concerning as it did
the party‘'s deputy leader, Many
therefare chase the ‘safer' option of
leaving the NEC enquity team to deal
with the matter, The left, however,
should place little faith in this
right wing dominated NEC coming up
with a just solution, unless pelitital
pressure continues to be applied, For
this reason our campaign will have to
continue, Amir and myselif are still
taking speaking engagements all over
the country and this will continue
until our readmission has been wom,
A1l constituency parties will soon be
circulated with a furthey appeal for
support, ¥e shall be sending out nodel
resolutions for submissian to regional
party conferences, Activists should be
lobbying inside trade unions whith did
not  support us at  Conference,
especially UCATT, TASS and ASTHS, be
are still atiempting o get infor-
nation on how some other unions voted,

The campaign, neanvhile,
continues  to  win  support  in
Birninghan, where nine out of the
twelve constituency parties  are
backing our readmission, Bath ihe
Labour Co-ordinating Commpfies and
Labour Briefing, representing the

najor organised left currents in the
party, back the campaign, With this
leval of suppori we believe we fan win
and so put a stop to other witch hunts
of 1eft wingers who may be in a
pinority inside hard right dominated
constituency parties like Sparkbrook,

Kevin Scally,

_—_—_‘_—.—_—“




WOMEN FIGHT
BACK!

¥omen in Sparkbrook fought back at a
130 sirong public meeting in Digbeth
Civic Hall on Friday
Hattersley Ray dominate the
tonstituency, but he certainly does not
control the Women's Section of the
Sparkbrogk  Party who orqanised the
weeting,

besides hearing speakers opposing
strip searches, supporting the sacked
Borderway's workers and from Women
Against Pit Closures, the meeting alse
heard Linda Bellos, leader of Lambeth
Borough Council and the first black
woman to hold such a position, launch a
scathing attack on Hattersley, In
partitular she supported demands for
the reinstatement of expelled party
nepbers Kevin Scally and Amir Khan, She
aiso noted how unusual and how plaasing
1t vas to be part of an all woman
piatform addressing a mixed meeting,

The final speaker was prospective
Pariiamentary Candidate, Diane Abnott,
She, too, took the oppartunity to
rejoln her attack on Roy Hattarslay and
his racist attitude towards bDlack
people, But central to her speach vasg
her faith in women and their ability,
She remsmbered sitting amongst the
Parliamentary Labour Party at National
{onferance and realising they were
nothing to be afraid aof, Anyone in the
rook could da better than acst of thenm,

The meeting came 0 an emotional and
inspiring end as the women from HWomen
Against Pit Closures sang their anthem

to the women of the working ¢lass, *

—3
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send all articles and letters for
Birmingham Labour Brisfing' to:
4% Thorahill Road
Birminghan
821 9BS
ar telephone (021~) 851 9174,
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1¢  Dctober,

SUMMERFIELD GROUP SET FOR

LAUNCH

The final steaps have been taken in
launching tha Birsingham Susmerfield
|Ernup, a new broad laft alliance of
-Labour Party mambers,
- Latters are being distributed to all
‘party branches, constituencies, women's
sections and Young Socialist branches
inviting party meabers Lo declare their

suppart for a wide-ranging dofument
talling for radical socialist reforas
1t the ¢ity,

The new Summerfield Oeclaration
calls for *a high socialist profile in
Birmingham and,,,.,an active party
campaigning  for  radical  gocialist
policias  and  raising  political

ronsciousness amongst the electorate.”
Among the policy priarities are:
-% an end to grasmar school education in
Birmingham:
¥ building Z000 council homes a yaar by
1968
¥ money tn be spent an regenerating
manufacturing industry rather than an
'‘prestige’ projects:
X a3 proper Contracts Compliance tnit
with ‘teeth' that will raise working
conditiong and opportuniiies for Black
warkars:
¥ onore rights for council tenants:
¥ expansion of the Women's VUnit andg
Race Relations Unit and establishment
3f & Lesbian and Gay Rights nit:
¥ implementation of  the  neglacted
Nuclear Free Zones policy:
# introduction of socialist planning
agragpents,

These, and the other policies on the

"Sumserfield list, are drawn f{rom
fex1stzng District Party policy, It is
inot yet clear how the Susserfield §roup
wiil think through the development of
nev policy,

Finally, a provisional date of
Saturday 29 Novembar has been set for
the launch of tha group which should
nav complete the job of demolishing the
right wing's domination of the Council,

Rab Pocock

F

‘Briefing' nets ragularly on the second f

Monday of each montp,
Monday 10 Movember at 7,30 pn,
for details,

“hona

Decenber's ‘Birminghan Labdouwr Briefing’

will be out on 25 November, The
deadline for articies, letters etr, is
junday 16 MNevemebr, When you send an
article, please enclose any picturas ar
itlustrations you think may be useful,
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Next meeting an -

l SUTTON

Far many years the Sutton Ccidf1e1d
.const1tuency party has been known faor
1ts moderate views. Maybe now, at last
things are beginning to change,

' After a long parind of bitter debats
In the constituency, branches of the
party have finally peen formaily
created, This has resulted in a newly
constituted constituency party,

At the Geptember General Management
Conmittee meeting a resolution was
-passed ctalling for the re-instatement
of Kevin Scally and Amir Khan as Labour

[ [farty members. The resolution commanded

the suppart of bath the I1aft and the
‘right in the party,
1% was overwhelningly felt tnat Knan

cand Scally had broken no constitutional

:tules of the Labour Party and had
merely spoken out for democrary In the
Sparkbrook party,

Stuart Maoran - Sutton Coldfieid CLP




SEXUAI.

s.onarters say have read.
; a:! about the

s1t tEltite ozaEx QuizY dropped by the
' 27 Jgtober's Edueation

LI I Bl referred th 3
t.EiT.cTm: e about sexyal harassmpent
v.1 wi 19 be sent to & sample of

women teachers in the city, [t was part
of a school management project set up
by the
suppart of the Education Comnmitiee,

The School Management Developuent
and Vomen Tsachers Projact
year action  rasearch pmyject to
identify the role and rasponsibility of
managamant in promoting  equal,
oppartunities in teacher employment, It
has many aspects aad 15 curently
working on career development re-eniry
atter maternity lsave, late entry to
teaching and s on, it is, however, the
work on sexual harassment, ¢entral to
the project, which has come under fire,

The Project Directar has ied a group
of four teachers In the rasgarch an
¢exyal harassment 1n schools, Current
research led the group to believe that
1t 15 an aspect of employment which
affects the health, welfare  and
effactiveness of women {n particular,
Hanagement response to incidents was
not always adequate, The Jroup aimad 30

copplle data ehi¢ch could be the basis

of policy inttlabives,

Thys work began in January o review
cyrrent  research  and  plan ways  of
tollecting data, An Intarview schedule
was levised  and  Birmingham  women

"tog:

women's Comamlttee with the

is a ona

BORDERWAY -

Mr. B Nemashang: has made 2 hig faor
girminghan  Trades  Council's  “Worst
Enplavar of 1985° award, On 19 Auqust,
Nemasnang:, owner of Eordervay olc,
Catharine Streat, Astan
grtire workiopres,

This yas the result of twenty of the

firm's workers deciding to  join the
metal smechanics craftt section of TASS:
Qespite the profitabilty

on 20 April,
of the metal pressings company, wage
rates arve poor, the four male satiers
sarngd £2.49 an nour: the 16 women
operators earned  an  incredibly  jow
£1.40 an hour, with no standing-time
pay in case of braakdown,

The union's initial application far,
recognitian and negotiating rights vas.

rejected by the company's aanagesent,
Fallowing this,

satked nlg

the employees then

1nterv1eued Men AQainst Sexism in.
Education alse agreed to interview men
ysing the same schedule, Black woman
teachers have been approached to make a
similar contribution,
Mare guantitative
needed nhowaver,
work,  tha
questionnaire,

qroup
which 14 pilated, took

advice on and revised, The plan was to
take a large nuaber of schaols and
sample all the women 1n those schanl,
About one third of women teachers in

the city would therefore be Covered,

By 15 June, the questionnaire was
ready to be sent to schools, Teather
unions were asked for comments at their
joint comsultative meeting, At the
foilow-up meeting on 11 Seplember all
unions  indicated  their  complete
satisfaction, Then on 23 Septeaber, the
gnions  were  told  the  Education
Compities had decidad to withdraw the
questionnaire, Some confusion surrounds
this - members of the Educatlon
Lowmities go not remembar discussing
the 1ssus until their Labour &roup
meeting on 29 Saptemder,

{learly muzh behind the scenes wark
hag Jonre on over the Summer, Indeed,
ane <o-aptad sember of the commitize,
Brian Stoton twhose name crops up & Int
lately In rumours of behind the scenss
stiteh-ups}y 15 believed to  have
manouevrad to initiate an alterpative
projact to be conducted by an outside
agency, Meanwhile Stoton and committes
vice-chair Charlton, posing  as

researth  was
Building an recent NUT:
fornulated a

I'IARASSMEHI' COUNCIL MOVES TO SILENCE WOMEN

experts seen $0 have d2l.3780 t#
pethodology of  the  quessii=sil’s
‘problesatic’, Unfordunate., ‘It itz
it is entirely sound, as “&f lge7
confireed by real experts (7 #dmen’s
studies and accepted by the unions,
who, to their cradit, have exprassed a
willingnass o conduct the
questionnaire themsalves,

The whole affair illustrates how the
wen who lead this city view women and
wopen teachers in particular, They do
not wani women to be in c¢ontrol of a
research process which may raveal
CoMpromising facts about mals
behaviour, They do not think ‘simple’
women  teachers  are  capabls  of
conducting such research, They do not
know that the Project Director 15 a
highly  respected,  gualified  and
experienced  teacher and researcher,
They dn not kmow that members of the
qroup fiave studied regearch
aethodology, They do not &now because
they have never condescended to speak
to the Project Directsr,

Most importantly, 1t demonstrates
the limits to their commitment to equal
opportunities,  Their  attempts  to
silence women show Just how little of

their power they are prepared 1o
relinguish,

vhat hopa 15 thers, under the
pragent leadership of the Council of
tuplementing  policies  which  will
produce  real chanjges  that  benefit
women?

eiected two shop stewards, Soon after,
they were cailed into the manager's
offite, told the company was over-
staffed and given twenty minutes
nptize,

A Dallot of the TASS membership
fotlowed, There was a unanimous vote
for strike action, The companv have now
dismissed eighteen siriking workers,
w0 of the original teenty having
returned to work,

The nanagement's rlaim that the
company  was  overstaffed now  seess
strange 1n view of the

eighte2en scahs have now been taken on,

Howevar,
still standing firm, & militant picket
15 turning away all deliveries and mail
but the company 15 ganaging to continue

functioning,

fact that

the striking workers are .

ENTIRE WORKFORCE SACKED

A mass picket is now planned far 12
Noveaber, Meanwhile, pickets take plate
at thase times

Saturday: 7,00am - 12, 00noon:
Monday - Thursday: 7,00am - 5, 00pm;
friday: 7,00am - 2,00pa,

The issue at stake is siaple: the
right of workers to belong to and be
involved in & irade union,

Support the pitkets, Send donationg
to:!

TASS Craft Metal Mechanics Section

70 Lionel Street,
Birminghan,
g3 1JG
(TASS

John Robinson - Craft Metal

Mechanics)




MICHAEL MANLEY IN BIRMINGHAM

Rirhael Maniey, leader of the
Jamaican Peopla's National Party {PNP)
and former Prime Minister of Jamaica,
was in Birminghan in Qctober, He was
speaking at a meeting organised oy the
Peaple's National Party (UK) at Digbeth
Civiv Hall on Tuesday i4 Octaober,

in a lengthy and detatled speech, he
sutlined the lessons of the last PNP
governnent as well as the struggles of
recent years against the reactionary
and pro-Aserican Jamaican Labour Party
(JLPY government of Edward Seaga, Seaga
himself, of course, has regently
announced  hig resignatign  from  the
teadarship of the JLP,

Manley clearly eupacis to be ®rime
Minister again in the nat ton adistant

future faollowing the PNP's  razent
over¥helming viciories In jamaican
local  government eleciians,  Taking

about 57% of the popular vote, they wan
control of 12 of the island's 13
parishes, Comrades from the one parish
which stayed in JLP control were the
object of much light-hearted derisian
throughout the meeting,

Rebuilding the country, however,
Manley maintained, would be an arduous
and difficult task, Working people, he
geemad to imply, would have to De
willing to make sacrifices,

Also gpeaking it the nesting wers
Councillar  Mick Rize, representing
Birmingham Trades Council, In & well-
rateived  speech, he emphasised the
vital task of taking up the anti-racist
struggle in the trage union mavement,
Fime  wordgs and  rnetaric  wers  not
snough, M@ sald. AILion was needed, apd

action haa to be fousht for
But another sgpsaker gas none othar

SOCIALIST TEACHERS' ALLIANCE

‘than Councillor Dick Knowles,

leader of
Birmingham City Council, It was Knowles
¥no Drought the house down with his
ill-conceived assertion that no-one on
the Labour Council was a racist, Few in
tha audience were prepared (o swallow
such statements, coming, as they did,
g0 soon after the Coungil's refusal o
accept  a petition  opposing  the
daportation  of  Metsas  HNontrieffe,
Fortunately for ¥nowieg, he was aple io
escape 1n the aiddle of a standing
gvation  for  Michasi  Manlay without
having ta reply 1n pubiic o several
angry would-be questioners,

¥nowles' alraady igw-standing
anongst  large sections of the black
alectorate of the city must have npge-
dived still further as a resuit of his
contribution,
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LABOUR LISTENS

TO THE INNER CITIES ?

Under the title ‘Labour Listens to the Inmer City', the Regional Party Office
convened a consultative canference an Saturday 18 October. At a paorly
publicised meeting forty or so members heard an address by Vivendra Sharma
the party's national Ethnic Minorities Officer. Following a call from Alton
Burnett, District Party Ethnic Minorities Liaison Commitlee convenor, and
Jeff Rooker, MP for Perry Barr, the Regional QOfficer, Eileen Murfin, ended
the conference with a promise that it would be reconvened. Below ‘Briefing’
prints the Black Sections response to the meeting:

Blagk Sections have alrsady warned
Slack people inside and auislde the

Labour Party of tha bantustan sham that

15 the Blark and  Aslan  Advisory
Committes,

& Birmingham meeting with  the
Tommittaa’s officar and black and white
sarty members held (n Eroadway Schoal,

Parry Barr on Saturday 18 October bent

aver barkwards to prove the point,

Yith the presence of two white mais

WP Jeft Rooker and Terry Qavis, i

gave a disturbing picture of what the

Laboyr Party lmadership has 1n store
for plack peaple.

[t was cisar that the party bosses
yantad to give the pressing 1ssue of
racism @ low  profile,  With o the
Commitie2 remaining from  low-gey 10
invisibie, allowing some black pedple 2
little get-tagether,. the leadership £an
fapl they are not obliged to a0
anyining serious aboub tackling racise
ghen they Jain power,

[n fact pushing inat view on the
gmall number ot black  peopig WA
attended the pesting was 145 ®ain
purpnse,

[w the firsy place, only 2ighl days
notice  was  guven of 2 teeting
suppnsadly heid fer ail  Birminghan

party nembers, With the bus strike to

dafeng living standards of bug workers,
the Labour Party could say 1t 15 doing

its anti-racist bit while not naving

anynne examing 1t,
$o participants were instructed to
discuss how to get mare black peopls

into the party and invalve them at all
lavels, All very necessary, but it

failagd to mention how the Labour Party
eagerly Jumped on the ‘keep the blacks
out'  bandwagon  with  the 1965
Immigration Act,

[t also failed to distuss how tha:

city  coungit  leadership  actively
attenpts  to  frustrate anii-rarist
strateqies praposed by black penpla ang
then ignare them when they are parly
palicy,

Instead, Jeff Rooker said we should
ook at the conditions of the 1imner
ctties and how  $0 get  counciliers
together to talk  about 1t, Others
picked up that lead ana talked about
pad inner city conditions faring all
living there, |

White  participants  endad  up
suggesting that white party nambers
were aot really racist and black people
will not integrate anpd  have  an
inferinority complex,

Black Sections say: yes, white
neople suffer from bad conditions but
black people are worse hit Decause of
1deas of white supsriority amongst

working class people, Labour Party

nembers and society atb large,

Black Sections supporters at the
seeting felt it was sad that some black
participants, starved of any Labour
Party anti-ragist action and fearful of

of ferding white people if they spoke of
racisw, fetl for the sham,

s a beginming to ending racise, we
point to advisary councils set up 1in
India and Africa fifty years ago by
gritish 1mperialise and say: major
political and social change was nod
achieved by advisory committees bul by
black people's own organigations,

Simon Minds - Birmingham Black Section
Press Officer,

Birmingham Labour FParty 8lack Zection
has bean formed to fight against racism
both within and outside the Labour
Party  for the greater involvament of
biack people within the party, and for

the implesentation of  anti-racist
nolicies by the party, HMeatings are
held on the first Sunday of each monih,
All black Labour party meabers are
welcome, |

Next meeting: Sunday 2 Movember 3,00 -
.00, Council House,
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