Ladour right wingers have launchad
thetr 103 awaitzd cauntar
affensive ajgainst the  growing
strength of  tha  laft i
Birminghanm,

Any 11lusions that the
traditional 'ald guard® no longsr
had the stamach ta resist iha
left's advance have been dispelled
by a rapid sequence 3f avents
aimed at forcing the laft onta ife
defeansiva, The centre-pisca ar the
agsault is a major attempt o
discredit  the new  Birmingham
Summerfiald Groug,

For some  weeks,
‘have pickad up indications iha}
‘som2thing was afoot', The right's
decision to qo an tha offensive
has been precipitated by a
combination  of circumstances,
Nationally, the pre-slaciinn mood
has created an atmosphere wiihin

i2ft wingers

which  the %raditional  party
gstabiishment has been abls to
reassart an  almost autocratic

authority, On2 eaxampla was the
impositinn on the Knowleslay Narin
¢onstituency party, The right's
~‘invisible' organisational machine

‘in the

HAndsworth,

ihat the broad left will
the council In
yaars,

within the major trade unions has
Bean reassambled ang is undarsiand

tn have had a naior influsnce 1in

getting Birmingham's old aquarz 2

stand ang fight,

Within Birmingham itself, the:
have at last woken up o tbn face
that, on 2 simple heaad couni, the
nroad laft ailiance now cenir2q on
the Suam2rfield Group will

of Councillors by the AGM 1n May

1988,

Basad on iis present strength

the left will win a majority hy
virtue of its
‘picking up most of the selections
seats which the
Tories are still losing to Labour,

dual stirataqgy of

'marginal’

and  at  the
inroads deep
city  wards

game time carving
into the safe inna2r

like  Saoho  and
once the hearilands of
tha old right ving,

These simple calculations show
control
than two
palitical
nranch parties

lagg
gyen  if  ite
influerce (0 ihe

makes no further advances. Te stap

hava
‘won a majority on th2 LAbour Graup

suppord for e

thie ‘hapoening, re rigdl owing
rannot ke fontent neEvs
semtaln whe iaih ot o1ts prezand
strangtin and iotlusnzz; Lhey pust
counter altack and ra2gain groun
Tﬁis expiaing the co-ardingies
rigs of (nzizan i ;

18 E
tha proyoraiiye  sagkang o vt
Murphy from the Raze Relallionz and

$ -,

Equal Opporiuniiies Cammittes, !
was foilowad by Lh
Yardley/Northfieid  atlempt i
boyeett  the District Party ang
geclare it uncomstitubional Mou
recent te the dacisicn o ogEe Wn@
Fyening Meli in a sysigmalif and
co~grdinated effort in discredit
‘the Summarfield Group. As wa 30 2
oress  ‘Briefing’ 13 informed thal
‘these actions may sinply be a
csoftening up' exeriise, paving
the way for & major poievvaniion
by Natiimal ¥®arty cif..ecs, 1ine
aim ultimatzly i3 iz ueaken

1eft amonsl the
wider mesbership Dy porys ay!n* it
As & voie 1051ng gource of troudle
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It is no ¢oincidence that the
_for  the right's counter
offensive should be the District
Party and the npew Summerfield
Group, Stewart Stacey, secretary
of the Summerfield Group is
probably more surprised than
anyane to be dubbad by the Fvening
HMarl as a “Labour rebel", Yet he
the broad-based, non-
sectarian and pragmatic

characteristics of the lsfi's
influence in the District Party
and in  the Summerfield Group,
These qualities make it 2 far more

~ gdangerous threat to the right than

any other wmore ideclogicrally
coherent grouping, It also shouws
‘the gualities necessary far

~government and therefore makes the
left credible as the basis fer a -

naw  administration capable of

~taking and holdirg on to powsr, |

- Against  this backclath, the
Birmingham Summarfisld Groun makes

cits public launch on Saturday 13
Dacember,

cat the Summarfield Centre,
Road,
benefit
momentum,
the  Summerfield &roup

batwean 10,30 and 12,30 -
Dudiay
Timed 9 capture maximum
from the poiitical
the challenge now is for

tn keap
tool, hold iis narve, stay united -
and grepare for power, :

'Rca Pocock (Parry Barr CLP),
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AMIR KABUL DEFENCE CAMPAIGN

Kabui FKhan
constant threat of

Anir
living under

baing deported from this country,

A campaign has been set up tQ
defend him in his fight to remain
here with his wife, who is hersslf
a British citizen, and their baby
daughter, -

Amir first applied to come to
the country in 1978 as the fiancé
of Zahitoon Bequm, now his wife, He
was refused permission in
Islamabad and lost an appeal in
this country in his absence, The
authorities refused to believe he
was ihe son of his claimed father
or that the «couple would get
parried and live together,

amir then came to this country

for a holiday, At last, in July
1982, they were able to get
married, MNP Denis Howell then

advised Amir to return to Kashmir
and apply to tome to Britain again

15 a Kashmiri,

daughtar

‘Islamabad

vistitor,

just a
amir

as Zahtoon's husband, So,
week after his nmarriage,
voluntarily left the country,

In November 1383, Zahioon went
to join him in Kashmir, She stayed

-for seven months before returning

to Britain for the birth of their
Arzon, Yet when Amir
applied to come to Britain as her
husband, the  autheorities - in
" again refused
permission, the Home  DOffice
appointed adjudicater in Bir-
mingham upheld that refusal, This
time the authorities agreed that

the couple were genuinely married
and even conceded they wer2 first
'COUSIRS,
-saying that Amir's primary purpose
in  marrying

Now, however, they are

was to settle in
Britaln,
Today Amir is here as a

[t is the first time he
has been able to ses his wife

'temporary

¥ affiliate  to

 East
- Unit,
~“Heath, Birmingham B10,

What you can 4o

since their daughter was born, But o

the Home Office say he is here on
admission' and are
threatening te remove him,

the Amir Kabul
Oefance Campaign and send a
galegate to campaign meetings (£10
arganisations, £1 individuals): f
¥ write in protest to the Hame
Sacratary, your NP, local
counciliors and the press, with a
Copy to the campaign; .
¥ invite a speakar from the
campaign ta your Labour Party or

trades unton,

‘The campaign mezts every wednesday'

at 3,00 pm, Far more daetails
contact, :
Amir Kabul Defence Campaign, c¢/o

Family Service
Small

Birmingham
723 Coventry Road,

R e
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City of Birmingham
Frow COUNCILLOR DICK ENOWLES
Leader of the Councl

Many comrases will recently have

--received a3 letter sigred by Dick-
- Knowles as Leadar of the Qouncii,
_¥an Barton as Deputy Lszader, John

Charlton as Group S=cretary and

 Bill @ray as Chief W¥hip. Lack of

the
will

fact
nave

'5pace  and
camrades

that many
already

. .received or read Ltha letter - evan

though it {s not clear exactly €9

whom it hag been sent - mean that

it is not regrinted hers, [t i3

clear that this is part af an
orchestrated campaign  involving
the prass,

It is equally clear, however, that
the latter cannat go unchallanged,
The fallowing 1s an initial
respanse,

In the section an the Labour

- @roug and the District Party there

- is one central point whith is not
- _brought

gut, That, put
simply, is that it is tha District

~Party who has the final say on the

?ﬁroup

e e S S

‘content of the manifesta, That is
why the committes 0 decide tha

-~ manifasto has more representatives

from the party than it does from

the group,

The leadership of the Labour
did  not like all

quita

Party

tha

~ nolicias that the party propesed
ifor conclusion in the manifesto,

Far that reason, the Labour Group

leadership saw fit to ignore the

democratic procass, Instead of a
District Party Manifesta we had

ithe Labour Group leadarship's
manifasto, This included only
‘thase =lements of policy with

which they wera happy.The paints
about =alaction victaries and the
launching of this ‘manifesto’ are
'af course complately irrelevant,

. The letter alsas refers to a
delegate from Selly Dak, Agailn,
the situation here is simple, The
District Party has no jurisdiction
over membership of  individual
constituencies, Its - purpose, as
has besn made clear on several
‘occasions is to distuss and make
loolicy on local  government

aftairs, Selly Oak CLP has, guite

rightly, informed the District
that - all its celegates
including the person concerned are

members  of _the party  and

~accredited delegates, The vicious

with hunt being carried out by the

right is outside the jurisdiction

of the District Party,
| But,

~ Committee,

- ‘Symmerfield Group

of course, the right is -

’ "——.

DEFEND 3

R

‘just using this as an axcuse to

attack the District Party becauss
they do not like the policies it
makes, They are using it 9
disrupt the democratic precess of -
noplicy making, No longar, if saens
are they comtent to ignore party
policy, Now they want io prevent
it baing made 1n the first place,
Yith regard to Phil Murphy, the
jetter  goes  nowhere  towards
justifying the comrade's
scandalous removal from the Race
Relations and Equal (pportunities

Murphy will credit for one moment
the allegation that he is opposed
tc increasing the staffing of the
Race Relations and Eoual
Dpportunities Unit,

Then there is the aitack on the

Summecfield Group, an atiack that
‘has been carried out not just im
‘this letter but in the pages of
“the

notoriously anti~Labour
Birmingham papers, The press has
bean used in a completely cynical
way tn attack the left and the
in particular,

‘For their part, the press has
needed ne prompiting to continue
‘the  attack,  Yet  whai  the

Sunmerfisld Group stands for is
District Party policy, RIL its
‘policies are those which have been

agreed by the District Party, They

‘propose a process ot
.democratisation long supparted by
'Priefing’ 4 ensure  thase
palicies are implemented, Far from
being a small and unrepresentative
minarity they actually represent
the voice of District Party policy
in  the  Labsur  Group,  Any
organisational  measures  taken
against  councillors  in the
Summerfield Group will not make
‘the political issues go away,

. The District Party must respand
{to this unprecedented attack on
lits integrity, A detailed response
‘should be agreed by the party and
frirculated to .all members of the
?party in  Birmingham,  The
ileadership must be called o order
ltor the way in which it has chosen

{to make internal disputes public, -

1 The fight for a socialist
Labour Party and Countil in
. Birmingham is now well and truly
iunderway, .. o

o R

No-on. who knows Phil



SINV FEIN IV BRVMINGHAM 4

Caomhghin 4 Canlain, Tariq Igbal and @viar Jourl,

October  saw  the  visit 1o
Birmingham #af two Sinn  Fain
councitlars, Lily Fiisimmons from
Belfast and Caoimhghin & Caaldin
from Monaghan, At the same time
‘ather Sinn Fein representatives

‘toured ather parts of the country,

. The Birmingham based part of
‘the tour was busy although tha2
reception in Birmingham in no way

matched eavents likethe  Civie
Rec2ption put om by the Labour
Council in Manchestar and the

welcomes given by saveral of the
Landon boroughs,

- Death threats from
loyalist/fascist  groups  which
caused late chamges to a

Leamington Spa meeting, tould not
pravent a whole series  of
_important mestings taking place,
Contacts were made whith will be
crucial in developing work on the
igsue of Ireland in the Labour
Party and the labour movement
generally,

Two constituency parties -~
Ladywnod and Perry Barr - invited
speakers to meatings but contact
with Birmingham Councillors was
limited, It had been hoped 10
organise a formal meeting with
representatives of  the  Race
Relations and Equal Opportunities
Committee, Despite the efforts of
some councillors  this proved
impossible, Nevertheless, a
meating d1d take place betwean the
Sinn Fein councillers and some
Birmingham councillors on  the
Thurgday of the tour,

e ﬂ —— —

Youth

-Rinars

At the Trads Uniaon Resagurcs.

Centra a mesting was held with

Also on the
meetings with
CND, Wolverhamption
Polytechnic  Labour Club, the
Wives Support @&roup in
Stoke-an-Trent some councillors in

unionists,
yare

trade
intinerary

Sandwell and a visit to the West
Midlands Pravention of Terrorism
“Act praject,

~ In particular links were made |

with  the  Black  comaunity,
pspecially at a meeting spansored

by the India Workers Associaiion

and addressed by Aviar Jouhl and a

representative of the Handsworth

Defence Campalgn,

The specific struggle of women
was also emphasised at a Saturday
aftarnoon discussion sponsored by

Women and Ireland and Labour Woman
for Iraland,

Sinn Fein's socialist policies
vere clear throughout the tour, It
ig just a pity that socialist
policias on Ireland, like on S0Q
many other issues,

Movement in Birmingham, Hopefuily

this tour, by broadening the
discussion and by exchanging
experiences, will have gone some
way towards thanging that
situation, The  struggle  for
gorialism in Birmingham - and

indead elsewhere in the country -
has a lot to learn from the
struggle of Sinn Fein,

(Tour organised by T0M, LCI and

[BRGY . .

E—
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Sand all articles and letters for
'‘Biraingham Labour Briering’ to;
48 Thornhill Road
Birminghan
B21 98BS

ar telephone (Q21~) 381 9174,

- ‘Brisfing’' meets regularly on the
-second Monday of each month, Nexi
‘meeting on MNonday 8 December ai
7.30 pm, Phone for details,

The nex{ issue of
be out on 23
Deadline for
January =~ write them over

‘Brisfing’ will
January 1987,

the

Christmas holiday!
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are not a l | -

crucial component of the Labour |

Conference on Trade
Union Sanctions

11,00 - 6,00
13 Dacember 1936
Carr's Lane Church
(nff High S, City Centre)

Supported by  Public  Services
Liaison Committee for City Council
Workers vrepresanting NUT, NALGO,
UCATT, TGWU, NUFE and GMBATU,

P ———
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Anti-racdst education - is the councl serious? 5
.Race and eduration is set to be .other  important  points  are Opportunities Caommities, It sent a
one of the main pafitical cantained In the new policy messaqge to all doubtful
battlegrounds in the run up te the document from tha Ethnic  headteachars: don't warry: we're
general election, The repeated ‘Minoritiss Liaison Commities and 1ot serious  about  anti-racist
attacks on Brent by the media and in amendments from  ‘8rieffny’ education, And a megsade to avary
the Tories demonstrate vividly the :supportars to the drafi Education  teacher: yau can risk your nack
fate of any local council trying policy document far the 1927  trying tQ put anti-racist
to implement effective anti-racist District Party policy conference}. - policies  into practics, bui
policies in education (and that is = 8ut the real danger right now  don't rely om us to back you
a fundamental issue in ihe Brent -is that the Labour Group will aqainst opoositian  from  white
affair, whether ot not they made a ‘reject the policy evem as it parents, Tory politicians and the
tactical error in suspending stands, They den't mind policies Evening Mail, |
McBoldrick) on multicultural education just as S w2 have i imprave and

. At the eng of QOctober, the
~'race sples’ sgmear campaign was
taken up in Birmingham in 3 series

‘long as no-one has %o do anything  sharpsn up the policy, But most

P
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‘RACE |
ISPIES |
SHOCK!

By PETER DOBBIE and PETER DAY

RACE commissars in a Left-wing borough are recruiting p
180 Thought Police to patrol schools for prejudice.

of articles in the local press
attacking the local education
cauthority’s Multiculiural Devel-

—-.apuent Unit (MDY - 3 support team
of some thirty teachers, Local
Tory politicians compared the MDU

ito “the army of classroom race

~ispies® in Brent, The most heroic

'imﬁposture was struck by Roger King,

- IMP for Northfield, whe said, *]

....'hope I am around if an observer

citsic) turns up at the primary |

- school my twe boys attend so I can
~ sling him {sic) out bodily,"

© This hysteria is of course

- - gompletely synthetic, The MOU has

- been working in the same way for |
the past threa years, This racist

backlash 1s the first shot in what

is likely to be a bitter struggle

i
- s . ey e e s el

arogund  the authority's praoposed l intended promote [ﬁa?uhta’?’;‘?n;s HHon Soverment grant
. ; ; . Hut teachers In the London borough of Brent — who say they already work in
‘ney c 1 ty_w 1 de mul t 1 £ Ul tural :Ir't:\lriem&r:rore::;ua bilrl:;e :'?Icl Cllaoff:?om spies will cause lasting .dnmage in the
-education  plans, The  right Sgrment miiers, who are pover-  COMMISSARS IN CLASS |

‘recognises that there is a lot of | ' -
electoral mileage in targeting the

. . Will the council back down in the
alliance of anti-racisi teachers, v counElL b

face of headlines like this?

black  activists  and  Labour

touncils implementing anti-racist | |

policies, about them if they don‘t want to, :importantly, we have tg build the
How radical 1s the new policy? But  the  ‘delivery' document, -saort of organised popular support

It 1s a serious attempt to accompanying the new policy and . among parents, black and white, in

challenge racial ineguality in  datailing now the palicy is to be the unions and in the Labour Party

education, dravn up by senisr  implementad in schools, contains a  that is capabla of pressuring the

education advisers, Bul it does plan for overy school in the city Labour Group imto  implementing

guffer fron a number of to put the pelicy into practicte, ~this policy and  unequivocally

weaknesses, Il 1s far too vague on  Birmingham is not Brent, When the backing teachers putting it imts

racism itself and the concrete inevitable onsiaught comes from  practics,

neasures schools need to take, the right, this council will back

3 3ing bayond simpia ‘cultural down, Any lingering doubts should

diversity', It needs a lot more  have been dispelled by the sacking S ¥

support teachers to help schools  of Councillor Phil Murphy from the Richard Hatcher (Ladywood CLP,

put it into practice, (Thase and - Race Relations and Equal  Socialist Teachers Allianca),




_Phll Murphy - ihe iruih behmd the headlmes

6

Iwo years age, if you spoke to any

'‘veteran' of the Birmingham Labour
Group they would have told you
that the period of  Clive
Milkinson's leadership was &
- ‘reigh of terror’, If you were to
ask those same veterans why it was
‘that a supposedly democratic party
allowed such a cult of the
individual to prevail for so long
‘they would tell you thal he was
qgond at dealing with the Tories,
After a few drinks, however, they
-might tell you that Wilkinsen
would ‘destroy’ any individual who
‘opposed him, They would also iell
you that the coming of Knowles
“brought the end of the Wilkinson

nightmare and installed a new

.liberal regime,

~ Knowles was once heard (in
private} explaining one of
cardinal principles of conducting
‘the internal affairs of his
‘regime: appoint a few 'leftists’

to important positions as thairs
.committees and you kill any

. of
potential

ensure a
Apparently

and
reign,

left
trouble

Knowles

opposition
free

‘thus neutralised,

Having mapped gut this
machiavellian method of deflecting
opposition, how come Knowles
agreed to throw off the only Afro-
Caribbean member of the Race
Relations and Equal Opporiunities
Committee? How come Knowles nas
had to sanction the right on the
Labour Group demouncing the 'loony
ieft'? What has happened to Albert
Bare to make him reveal himself to
the District Party as  an
appologist for am spokesperson of

the right? What has happened to

reduce the Labour Group to a siate
of panic when its approach was
designed to prevent such disarray?

The answer is simple, Knowles
and company believed that the
simple establishment of a Race

Relations and Egqual Opperiunities
Committee in May 1984 was all that
nesded to be done to tackle racism
and -ragial discrimination and
disadvantage, The appoiniment of
-syccessive right wing chairpersans
was calculated to ansure nothing
positive would be dane,

Howaver, as

suggested
Albert Bore as one ‘lefty’ he hag

is widely known,

_.the struggle waged by Blrmngham |
Ethnic .

Labour Party and iis

Minorities Liaison Committee and
suppartars
revealing ithis fraude perpetratad

has succendad in
The

the

againgt the Black Conmmunity,
most  recent  attack  was

decision to upgrade a member of
tgqual -

the Race Relations and
Jpportunities Unit to the lavel of

‘asgistant Chief QOfficer without
abserving normal  recruitment
procedures, When this move was -

opposed by Phil Murphy and Roy

Benjamin and the Ethnic Minorities

Liaigon Committese 1% was decided
‘that Phil Murphy was too dangerous
and had g go,
tould not be toierated

'Coun Phil Murphy

s e e s e — e —

, The ‘second reagon for the panzt
'is the fact that a nuaber of
‘Labour . councillars decided that
they would no longer tolerate ths
way the Labour @Group ignored
District Party policy,

particularly in the field of race
relations and equal apportunities,
Thus the Summerfield Group was

formed  to  fight  for  ths

implamentation of party policies,
The fight was joined against the

machiavallian reqine,

- If we recall Knowles'
principle of neutralising
oppasition the reason for  the

‘panic is clear, The Group has no
‘idea how to relate to individuals
who take a seriosus and consisient
anti-racist stance, Thair rasponse

is to try to ‘'desteay’ such
iindividuals, They are forced to
repeat the methods of  the
Vilkinson era against anti-racists
.and all those commitied to
- 'gocialism and District Party
policies, .

Such oppasition

basic

.lzgantinued on paje 7,,,

j' what lessons can be drawn fram .

all this? Capitalism a nd racism
wera born togather, The strugglas
“‘against racism and capitalism whan
combined will result in  the
-dastruction of capitalism, Thus
those in the Labaur Party who want
‘ta  protect and  nmeraly
capitalism will attack  anti-
capitalists  and  anti-racists,
Comrades should note that
--sacking of Phil Murphy is just ths
beginning, With the first bload
“igpilt, the vampires in the Labour
‘Group are clearly insatiable, Thay
cwill not be contant until they
‘have sucked the bload from all the

anti-racists and anti-capitalists

“an the Labour Group,

‘rétoun51llor Phtl Murahy

j - I_Reglomll Conferenceﬁl_'];
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1987

It is time to I:e thmkmg about

next year's Regianal Labour Party
Confersnce, The  deadline
‘resolutions is Friday 16 January
g0 we should really get
submissions sorted out before
Christmas, Some constituenties
have decided their resolutions

already, _
| The Labour Commitiee on Ireland

! is sponsoring three resolutions,

With even Lord
Scarman on television racently
casting doubt on their guili, it
‘i even more pressing than ever
| ‘that the labour novement should
‘call for their overdue releass,

Guildford Four,

Guildford Four;

| *Regional Conference notes that:
1, three men and a woman, known as
‘the 6uildford 4, have been in
prison since 1974, serving life
sentences for the Guildford and
Woolwich pub bombings; .
2, that four other men have gune

court to the effect that they were
responsible for these boabings and
‘that the Guildford 4
‘connection whaisoever with these

e v e— i ——————
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fanage

the

far

our

One of these is in support of ther -

on record and given evidence in

had no



~h, donate £,,, to the Guildfard 4
- -campaign,” o
~ {Notar  tha  six  items  sre
adiugiabla accarding ba
circumstancas, The addrass 9
“¢ontact far more information is

5, affiliatas

Coocontinuad Tram page 6,

eveais’

-3, that despite this crucial new

evidence and other

| gvervhelaing
-Bvidence of a

miscarriage of

 justice, the Guildford 4's request

tor a retrial was rejected by the

- imo-jury court of appeal in 1977:
‘4, that no further legal route far
_.appeal exists and they can only bs

released by decision of the Home
Secretary,
We therefore resolve to:

1, write to the Home Sacratary
demanding  the relsase of  tha
Quildford 4,

2, weita to the Irish Enbassy,

-asking them ta pratest to the Home
Bffica,
23, inform

lacal  reprssentatives

-suppart the demand far the releage

of the GQuildfaort 4,

4, raise the matiar with the NEC,
to the fraee  the
‘Guildfard 4 campaign,

‘Fres the Guildford 4 Campaign',
‘BN Box 5944, London WCIN 3XX,)

Anothar resalution  is  from
Black Section supparters and has

--baan supportad by Ladywood CLP!

"This Conference believas the
Labour Party's aconomic policy and
Jobs and Industry Campaign do not
take into account the racism faged
by Black people, 8lack pesaple face

-much  higher  unemployment  than
white people, are more likely to
be made redundant and faca

dizcrimination when thay apply for
jobs, In this contaext, it iz not
“enough for Labour %o promise ona
-million jobs in two years as thase
. jobs are unlikely to go to Black
'peopls i7 innar city areas,

This  Tivfaranga  paelieves 3
L::.-‘-o :‘ :.“-ti-l E-‘--.i n--btic_‘:
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{ major commitien,

300Ut tha case and call an them YO | yant to ses the hect possible uses

A policy for women

7

The Wamen's palicy statement
praoduced far ithis year's Qistrict
Labour Party policy cuonferance
baging by restating its support

| far last year's proposals, This is
| 2 necassary point to make as the

Wamen's Committes has not received
whoie-n2arted support from some
parts of the Labour Broup in the
gast yaar,

Pernaps the most important new
lssue 15 the ranrssaentation af
women  caunciliors an eouncil
committags, Thore ars still major
commitieas which have no Lagour
women menbers, We beliave that
there should be waonen on each
both becauss y»
of the talents of our women
councillors, and  Decause  ya

teliave that women's views on, far
exanole, planning and leisura
sarvices have an important part to
play in the development of
socialist policies in Birminghanm,
Admitiedly, women councillars

| committae

are in short supply at the moment,
We hope this will improve, ¥e also
want to see women councillors'
preferences respected,
Therafaore we are also proposing

e S ——— —

of women to
A impraye the

of women, This
strategy could also b2 usad to
‘improve  tha representation  of
Black people and disabled peapls
on the council,

Rewriting  council  official
documents, suth as standing ardars
in gendar neutral lanquage is a
further propasal, It is a Inng
tine since women gat the right to
vote, so why should cauncil
documents  continue to refar to
'he'? The same principle should
apply to promotional material,
including photographs, filmns and
the like, Birmingham wamen should
ba pressntad in a positive way,
not  always  in the same old
stareotypad rélas,

co-apthians council
comittees

reprasentation

include; | _

a, the adoption of  contract

comgliance  policies by  lacal "Apparently he couldn’t get a
cauthoritisg, central government child minder.”
dapartaents and nationalised -
industrias  aimed at  ensuring Finally, we are asking for the
companias which supply the public | implementation of one  small
sector are a2Jual apparsunitiss | policy; a small 1S-place creche in
amplayars: the Council House for wuse by
b, the adaption of  ‘'aquality | visitors, councillors anmd council
‘targets' within the public sector | workers in an emergency, Such a
-and the use of contract compliance | creche would not go very far
‘to ensure private firms do tha | towards reeting the needs of
‘sane; touncil workers and councillors
¢, the amanding af the Race | .for affordable, good quality
Ralations Act fo place tha burden | :ichildcare, but it would be a first
on amployers to prave they are nat | step,

discriminating against Black { Not  to  carry oot this
FEENE commiteent would be a clear
Wl - Teec oz mIirEiict tRat the Labour Group
- ) o W - Cem
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hm1r Khaw 213 myself wuuld like 2
thane ‘Sri=fimp’  raaders  and
8rrafing’ itself far the
‘magnificent support during  our
campaign far re-instatement inta
‘tne  Labour Parrty wnich finally
triumphed on 2% Novamber,

Sparxbrook GC backad down at 1is
meating oan 25 Novesber and ithe NEC
ratifisd its
reinstate us the fallowing day,

~ Roy Hatierslzy had heen told By
Ltarry Whitty that the MEC would
have no  alfarmative  but 10
retnstate us because of a penaing
1233l cnalleng2, due %o D2 heard
in court in =arly Da2cempar, Whitty
told hia that he <couls either

parsuada Sparkbronk to propes2 the

reinstatenent or the NEC would
impoga it the naxt day, Having
decizec the firzi fourse was ihs
le2sg humiliating, he came down ta
Sparkbraoik and told his supporiers
that he hadl 'a bitter pill® that
thay  had  to  swallow,  They
ewallaved it despita bahind the
scenes pratests from CLP afficers

and  at

Hattersley to
‘down, :
- The strength of the campaign
wasa that it had managed to uniie
21l sactions of

recommendation  to

the 1ogal
caga

logal

tocal campaigning activities,
most important af all,
:Labour Party brancjes pr:orztzsed
our case in the run up t0 national

.that the expulsions would stick,
At the GC meeting they sat in

stunned silence as he told thenm

that the axpulsions had breached
natural
Tha

justicea non nine counts,
fagling at the meeting was
eyen mare acrimonious than usual
ane point a tired and
emotional Sir Stanley Yapp told
shut

laft oplinion
In Birminghan,
played a

insize bhe zarty,
‘Bricfing’
central rol2
and
informed  of
Labgur
al tmug; a

kezoing  activisis
davelnpments, The
Co-nrdinating

Committes, wazk  and

‘despite having one of the lzading
Sparkbrook witchhuntars among its

founder memoars, supported all the

the local

up and 51t

in publicising the

But

] |
iKavin Scally (member -~ Sparkbrook

VICTORY! °

. Sparkbraok will take a long
time to recover from the wilch
hunt, Although the party is more
dividaed than ever, the activisis
have been given a tremendous bonst
by the success of the campaign and
will now attempt to turn the party

outwards, away from witth hunting
and intoleranmce, It will not be
easy, however, with the current

'leadership who will have to be
forced to siep down because of
their continuing commitment to
expulsions,

Mg Keene, the  Sparkbraok
chairperson, unwitiingly gave a
‘flavour of Sparkbrock right wing
‘politics when she was interviewed
by the  ‘'post'  after  the
reinstatement, She said, “I fell
‘tike a US paliceman who has to let
a guilty man go because he forgot
to read him his rights,® With
Dirty HArry alive and dominating

-Sparkbrook CLP, our task will not -

be easy,

that they had always besn assured party conference, e,
BDR-EHWAY ____déstroyingm the  trade unen
movement, The answer was a Labour

More than 200 West Midlands trade
uynignists  joined the  sacked
workers at Borderway factery 1In
Birmingham {n & rally on 12
Novembar in solidarity with thelr
right to join a trade union,

" PBanners from  TASS,  Metal
‘Machanics, the firefighters'
ynion, public sector workers and
Birmingham Trades Council hung an
‘the wall of the factory, The boss,
Mr Nemashangi had closed it for

the day,
Speaking to the rally, former

.golidarity,
very important,®
" He alsp went on Lo say that tﬂe_
Tory government was hell bent on

Longbridge  conmvenor,  Oerek
Robinson, said the workaers were
sacked far joining the

manufacturing union TASS and then

replaced by scab labour, He said

“What we need o do here is 40 oul

to the factories which deal with
Borderway and ask workers not to
handle its products, What we need
in the trade union movement 15
It is very simple, but

NUPE,
collected for the satked workers,

the
determined to
their right to belong to a union,

in the liqu1dator,
“#idland district organiser for the
Metal Mechanics section of TASS
'sald,
that the company solution 1is not
o sit down and discuss the matter
. but
‘seeking
‘latest developments,*” l

~Government that would abolish the
éanti-union laws, -

Jerry Bartlett, representing'
calleed for more cash to be

Local vicar, Richard Bashford said
it was time the church got off the
fence and joined people like the
gacked Borderway workers in ihe
struggle, He went on ta say: "If I

don't speak out on this matter |

am not d43ing my job,”® :
Encouraged by the turnout at

rally the workers are
fight on to win
Meanwhile, Borderway has called
MR terry Pye'

“1 find it deeply disturbing

ang
fagal

cut run, We will be

advica an these\

. ————— .




