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vhat Dext fT the l*t h the fui+lt?

Speater: Angle Blrttll (cmference ttelegate)
And dlscusslon on tLe left ln Cardea.

AITI-FOLL TAI COT,ICILL(]ES YITDICATED

At a spectal dtsctplllary hearltg of th€ Caden Labour Group/ Local Govenrent
Co@lttee Executlve Leld ou llonday 25 SePteEber, 1t Has decld€d by 22 votes to 20
ttrat Do actlon be taken agalBst coulclllors Ar8le Blrtlll. and Adrtal stater who

had voted agalnst the lrPleDntatloD of the Poll Tax on 17 July 1989. Over two
hundred letterB of suPport were recelved and tbe reettnS ltself ra6 lobbled by
aroutrd a 1OO local PeoPle. Both arBued that the Poll Tax rras unacceptable, atrd
ttrat soclallsts Imist catrPal8n a8alnst the lEPlerrcatatlon of tle Poll Tax. Ex-
councll leader Ph1l Turner, sPeaklng ln thelr defence, sar.d tbat they t€re the
oaly tr{o couaclllors dolLt aBythlag agalust tle Po}I Tax.

LMrI. IITI-POLL TAI CAIPAIGT SIICCESS

trearly 20 000 people ln Caden have not returned thelr Poll Tax reSlstratlcD
forns. That ls 201 of those expected to reglster. Thls must be attrlbuted, to a

large exteat, to the hlgh profile of the.caden stoP tbe PolI Tax CanPal8n". l(ass
leafl.etln8 1s foLtowed by local Deetln8s ot' betveen 50 and 120 The averaSe
household now pays 1,774 a year 1D rate5. Tbe Poll Tax w1ll be about, ,500 Per
p€rson! t{ass non-paynent is now a reallty ln Scotland. A thlrd of those exp€cted
to pay the Tax in Glasgow have Dot yet done so, six nonth after the deadlloe'

Holtorn & St Paacras CLP and the Labour Group have oPPosed the PoIl Tax, yet they
have done nothing to canpalgn agalnst 1t. lroH the GI,{c has dlsafflllated fron the
local carpalSa wltbout even suSgestlnS an alteraatlve act1.v1ty for Party nenbers.
The Labour Group, desplte pronlses of lnDIeEentlnS the Tax falrllr, has seDt out
Electoral Reglstratlon forns and notlflcatlons oi changes to l{ouslnS Berefits at
the sa@ tlne as the PolI Tax forn6. Tax canvassers have used 1Dtltrldator:/
tactlcs. Instead of refuslng to co-operate wlth tle Po11 Tax and leavlnE lt up to
tLe chlef Executlve to lEpleDent lt, tbe Labour Group 1s actlD.S as tLe balI1ffs

_-:r the Tory GoverD-Dett.

Fred Leplat (Soners Town LP aad Caden Stop The PoIl Tax)
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SI'PPORT TEE BOILEP TOn(3IS

Tle 40 Carden boller workers caDe out on strlke on londay 2 1n defence of thelr
Jobs and coadltions. Everytblag polnts to the councll closinS dowD the sectlotr ard
puttltrg the work out to prlvate coBtractrors. on auSust 25, the coulcll lssued a

60 day-notlce ternlnating al1 a6reenelts. Ttre sectlon then took strlke actloD, but
returned to work on the advlce of EUPE off1c1als, On the 29 SePtenber, the councll
refused. to dlscuss a unloD proposaL to increase Productlvlty and nesotiatlons
brole d.owD. Last year, the councll cut the Boller Sectlon fl.on SL to 40 people.
[ow, tbelr proposals would Dean a further cut dorn to 24 workers' Thelr
negotlatlng tactlcs (I1es, 90 day notlce) are desl8ned to sEash tbe unlon truPE.

Durtng tUe nasslve cuts two years aSo, the Labour GrouP had a Pr1v11ed8ed
relations !.rr th llUPE as 1t co-operated w-ith the cuts. Thls had not protected rIIPE

iDembers froE at,lcks on condltlons, and the'a are nc!"r the t,ar3et of an anti-unicn
attack froltr the Labcur CrouP.
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The Labour government'in-waitin
and the left opposition
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lhis year's Labour Conlerence embraced nuclear llrrough the struc'lural lernrlnallon ol any real

woapons, nuclear power, anli-lrade unlon laws,
rrrarkel lorces. nl lhe sarne lime ll dumped Ken

and membershlP dghls and Powem ln the CLPs or lhe

I lvhrgslone oll lhe NEC and (worst ol all) began lhe
Party's hlslorlc llnks wilh lhelxocess of severing lhe

lrncle unlons

unlons.
The alm ol tlre leadershlp ls lo lum Labour lnlo

sonrelhlng like lhe US Democrallc Party: a vehlcle lor
prolessloial polllidans, wllh no lormal llnks lo llrc

oroanlsed working class, a passlve, alontlsed
m6mbership shlel-ded lrom radlcal lnlluences, and a

"socialism'irom which the eslabllshment has nolltirrg

Onlv bv dolno thls wll we bi h any poeltlon lo atke
Uecf iR6r a La6owvHory-wfilct ht ltsellwlll
deoend on orrr ellorts. Deoplte Lebou/r vuelcome

oolnbn ooll omoress. 0re rbad b the Generd Elecllon

*in ue aroubh 6ne, wlth Plenty.ol pollE po!'!Pqs
(nolably eco-nomlc) orarirtrldt Xlnnod( and hls leant

could shrmble badlY.- 
ArX shpty enlolning sodakloto'atey ln and llghl'

will not be dnorgh. Nor wlt Ken lvlttgslonq'q -

embanasslng afrempt lo liorm hls *ay back lnlo

lavour wllh g6d-knows'rivhom by calllng ol ys to

'unlle'behlfo ctnent pollcleo and bedershlp'
lnslead, lt's worlh bildnp c{osely al two rolallve

"r.*nssei 
lor the lett at @nlerence: lhe slruggles led

I he whole shebang was aimed more al pleastng
llrei Iory media and reassuring lhe rullng class than
oxpressing lhe aspirations and meellng lhe needs ol
I nbour's supporlers on the ground.

Worse is promlsed lor nexl Year.
ln lhe CLPs, lhere has been an undenlable swlng lo

llrn righl ln which the LCC apparatcfriks lrave played a
,rirlrificanl role. l lirouglt lheir bogus llrcrnes of "Parly
rlorrrocrary" and "modernisalion' they have cynically
nxploiled llre demoralisalion generaled by lhree
ntr nighl Thatcher viclories.

llowever, tlreir success would ltave been
rlrlhinkable wilhoul lhe lrade unlon block vole, whlch
hr llrlglrlon was wielded

Irr lhls conle xl, lhe commlknent lo relaln Tory tlltionllrrrler shlp. Klnnock's cl
reacllonary leadership laws lakes on a n€w and slnlster llght."'rl rorrlarteously" endorsed his

It n calculaled lie. Nuclear weapons and anll-lrade
rrnlon laws have become PartY courlesy ol apollcy

GMB,rk;lrl wing block made uP ol lhe NEU, EETPU,
well resull ln an lndustrlal and soclal exploslon aslll,l'E, and USDAW. Againsl lhls lhe vadllallng

''lr.lllsrn'ol the TGWU and MSF was ol no
)(,nseqUence

Ednronds linislted Conterencs wllh a lrlghleningly
rllshonesl plea lor an end lo the block vole (whlch he
lrnrl used wilhoul compunctlon all week to squash
rlornocralic debate) vlew Trldent lhe same waY

llut Bill Jordan lel lhe cal oul ol lhe bag: lhe block
volo has lo be kepl lor lhs lirne belng as a guaranles

TV, llrcnrrl "slahility' "l won'l give it up," he sald on
tr()rlecled hinls ell,"nry union won'l glve lt uP unlil
wn're satislied the long-lerm lulure ol the Parly ls

would be a traglc mlstake - lor the lell and lor tlternle.'
Whal all this means ls lhal lhe block vole - and lho whole working class

llnks with lhe trade unlon lhal are so vllal bolh lo ln lhe run up lo lhe General Elec-tlon we ltave lo

I nbour's bedroii< ldentity and ils capadty lo become work hard lo malnlaln pressure on tlrc leadersltlP
wllhln lhe Party and lo use lhal pressure lo

rulhlessly on bellalf ol lhe
aim lhal Conlerence

Again and again at Brlghlon lronl benclmrs wete al

pairis lo damp6n down worklng class.expeclalions ol

ihe nexl Lab6ur governmenl' On heallh, public

servlces, lobs, wages, democrallc rlghls.
disarmamenl, lhe nressage was clear: vole lor us attd

nolhlng much will changel

lo lear,

The characler ol lhe Labour governmenl in wailing
look on a grlsly clarlty durlng lhe week. lt willbe
anli-unlon, aufhorltarlan, subservlent lo the US, and
reacllonary on soclal lssues.

by Black Sec'tlons and the lrbour Carpalgt lor

soluilon lo a

Lesblan and GaY Rlghte.
Bolh lhese canpalsns are based ln powirlulsoc{al

movemenls wln iupporters lar beyord tte eonlines

ol the Labour partv. thev trare rrade lhenrselws lnlo

ellecllw condults ior tre-se codalmovements lnlo lhe

f-aUw Perty through yeer0 oi poclthre. non'sec'larlan
camoalonlno. Both haire rnalnlalned baslc pdndples

wtrtb w6*tnig ln the broadetl Pmcble alllances' Both

have laken tfrek argunnnB - often ln hostlle

c-lrormslances - lo the bate ol lhe Psty and 0te

lrade unlong.
They have expanded ltrelr agendm md^responded

creatlvely to poirulal concenr (Sggllotl 281 apariheld'
ttre ooilc6). tnev nave adoptdd ftilmanl ptrblb ladlcs'
rmv nav6 bbbled unlon l60i**r fid MPs bd have

been oreoared wtren necdrsaly lo ctnlronl lhe
teaOeietrip rattrer than'rrgollate].d! !t 
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The leadership was lrlghlened by the "sumrner ol
dlsconlenl" (whlch helped buoy lhem ln tlte polls).
They know lhe elecllon ol a Labour governnrenl could

workers lake acllon lo Tecoup ground losl slnce 1979.

They lherelore wanl lo keep Tory antl-unlon law nol
slmply lo placale "publlc oplnlon" (whlch ls largely
lavourable lo lrade unlonlsm) bul because lhey have
every lnlenllon ol uslng ll. Lel's fust hope lhey don'l

For lhis reason (as well as others) a soclalisl
presencs ln llte Labour Party ls vllal. Whlle ll ls
irlrderstandable lhal people should roacl lo lhe dlsntal
proceedings ln Brlghton by abandonlng membersltlp
ol or acllvs partlclpatlon ln the Labour Parly lltis

ol coume, the lell as d whole cannot Clnply
reproduce the lac'tlca employed by llq,oe- -
slriole-conslltuencY pressure oroups. Btildlng
entinces eround acomplehtirtlhre todellsl

r:*nxxt'ffi ffiHifi riP )'l' ff Ftd s''
Nonetheless we should boet h |nlnd ulpt Tony

Benn sald al the end ol Conlerence: The bft's base

ls loo nanow. We nesd lo wln the etgutne1b lor
.oiiaris, emdngsl a broad layer ol poople ouhldC as

well as lnslde the Party. There ls no mecftanlsfic
rrrr lnslnrmenl ol socialist advancs - will be relained
hr lls presenl, undemocralic lorm unlll llrc Parly's to Parly members, lrade unlonlsls, and lhe

- lhe real nature ol

expose -wider

lrrn(lers are convinced lhal lhe lefl lras been puhlic
inlenlions ol lts

Labou/s prograrnnre and

)
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potntanenllylocked oul. That can only ltaPPen


