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TOM DEVINE

Torn's death is a shock and a tragic
loss to everyone who knew him and
worked with him. A man of unlimited
energy and enormous warmth, he will
be sorel1' mlssed. His conmitment to
soclalism and the rights of working
people was unriva!l.ed, and as the
CounciLlor for Somers Town, he ron
the support and affectlon of everyone
who came into contact nlth hin. A

radlcal in both word and deed' Too
will basl be reuembered as a man of
princlple. lle send our deepest
sympathy to his ulfe and chlldren.
He will never be replacedr but the
ldeals erhlch informed hls ltfe w1ll
remaln eternal.

THE FIRST THREE HUNDRED DAYS

It is almost a year since the local
govefiment electlous and the
changeover in tt4e leadershlp on the
Labour Croup which followed those
el ectlons.

It would be wrong to descrlbe the
last twelve months as an unmltigated
dlsaster, but from the outset the
Labour croup has beea riddled wlth
contradlctlons and inconsistencies.

ln May of last yearl a Joint
meeting of the Labour Gtoup and the
Local Governnent Commlttee was held
to determine the leadershlp of the
Group and the key positions on the
Couac 11.

At a meetlug of the Labour GrouPt
which was held after these electionst
many of the decisions were overturtred.
A narroti majorlty in the Labour Croup
- one vote in some lnstances - quite
deliberetely went agaiflst the mandate
on the Party.

!'lany of lhe troubles nhich have
plagued the Labour leadership since
last Hay are directly attrlbutable to
the cynlcal way in whlch the GrouP
carved up the various Positlons and
Committeesr and quite consclousl y
excluded the Party from the denocratic
proces s.

In practlcer this has meant that

Ehe political authority of the
leadership has been beholden to the
Right for its legitimacy.

However, since Ias! l,lay, the Right
have been operatlng as an lndependent
unlt within the Party, acceptitrg
nelther the democracy of the Party nor
the authorlty of the croup. Glven thelr
dependence on the Right, the
leadershlp have been unable to exert
any control over the oaverlcks who have
been attenptlng to undertrine the Partyr s
agreed pollcies over the last twelve
lDonths.

It is therefore cruclal that the
leadershlp, this time round, are
prepared to accept the twln prlnclples
of democracy and accountabtltty. Not
democracy rhen lt sults th€o, but
denocracy in the broadest possible
sense.

It is proposed that thls year thertrz
should be a Jolnt meeting betreen the
Labour Group and Lhe Locel GoverDncnt
Coanlttee. Thls neetiag will form an
electoral college, elth each
consfltuent part havlng 507. of the vote.
re rell m ttE trEtt letffirip to nSEt
te rrnfqlxre in tE IE.ty. ad hrur its'
dccisias in tn s-klrnt 4O,I of te I&r
cup.

It 1s only ln thls $ay that the
authorlty of the leadershlp, the
coheslon of the Group, aad the full
iavol vemeat of the Perty and the elder
Labour llovement caa be assured.

In the run up to a General Electlon
we aeed a unlted and posltlye Party,
Horking together with agreed pollcles
and wlthia acceptable priac lpl es.

The principles of deoocracy aod v
accountabllity are paratsount.

The election of croup Officers and
Conmlttee positions aust lnvolve aa
broid a cross-raction as posslble of
the Party. The electlons Dust be open
and accountabl e.

The Labour Group whlch endorses the
decislons of the Joht Eeeting must be
similarily open aad subject to publlc
srutiny. The secret ballot - by rrhlch
last yearr s decision rres overturtred -
nust be rejected ln its entlrety. The
Party has a rlght to lmo, hor their
Councillors are voting, especiaLly oa
an issue ohlch wlll determine the
future of local governnent ln Camdeo.

Steve Bevlagton, St. Pancras
Graham Shurety, Gospel Oak
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THE ITRECKINC CRE",{

Labour Bri€flng, both nati.onally and
locally, has always encouraged both
discusslon and debate within the Labour
!4ovement. Indeed, Brlefing was actually
created as a necessary forum for such
expression - bringing together the various
groups and tendencies on the Left of the
Party in order to establish a broad
framework of consensus around sociallst
principles and practice.

However, as nembers of the Labour
Party, lre have always beea aware of our
responsibility to the Party, and eveD
where there has been intense disagreement
with the Right of our Party, we have
att€rnpted to conduct the debate in a
comradely and reasonable manner. We

believe that lt ls possible to resolve
political differences ln a way which
is both responsible and democratic.
^rlncreasiugly, the Right in Camden

h-ze had no such qualms.
Slnce llay 1986, the Right ln Camden

have effectively become a 1aw unto
th€rnselves, not only operating as an'
organised caucus on the Labour Group
and conductlng themselves in a way whlch
ts highly irresponsible, but aLso actirfu
on principles rhich are fundenentally
anti-d€mocratlc aod unsoclal ist.

I an not referring to the series of
broadsheets, produced and distributed
by the Right, usirg the logo of Camden
Brlefing and att€opting to srnear indlvidual
supporters of Briefing. I can live wlth that.
Such attacks are ueither irnporLent nor
worthy of response.

Holever, I am concerned with the way
ln which a sma1l group of Right wing
f-nc illors have been systenatically
u.dermining the agreed policles and
prlorities of the Party in Camden.

The Manifesto commltted us to growth
and this yearrs Borough Confereace fully
endorsed this cornmittment. The Manifesto
also comnitted us to working with both
the Trade Unloos aad comnunity groupst
again, a policy overrthelmingly endorsed
by Borough Conference and a large rnajority
of the Labour Group.

The Right have embarked upon a programmed
campalga, via the local media, of dellberately
undermining these pol ic ies.

In the last two monthsr 'leaked' artlales
by Councillors Hulme, Griffiths, Shav and
Lathamr have appeared ln the local nerspaPers.
These arLicles have not only attacked the
Left, they have attacked the entire basis
of the Party's agreed policies in Camden.

I am not obJecting to the right of
people to disagree with policiesr but I
am objecting to the way in which these
disagreements have been orchestrated - vla

s Tory media and wlth the obvlous
connivance of Tory edltors.

In additlon to press campaigns and thes€
selective leaks, the Right have also been
actlvely engaged in a campalgn to break th€
links which exist betweeo the Party and
the Trade Unlons.

They have att€rnpted to discipllne Trade
Unionists for taking part in an official
picket - nrsing the Canden Ratepayers
Associatlon and the Social De ocrats'as
witnesses - they have attacked the Ufllons
for defendlng the rlghts of thelr members,
and they have effectlvely ruptured the
liaks whlch existed between the Party and
community organisations by their bizarre
support for the Councll's involv€nent in
the totally discredited Pol1ce Consultative
Committee.

IB instances too numerous to fully credi
the Rlght hav€ voted agalnst both Party ani
Labour Group pollcy on Councll Comnlttees,
not orly uadermlnlag those pollcies, but
actually supportlng Alliance and Tory
members of those Comnlttees.

The final tnsuLt, to both the Party aod
the wlder movenent, has been their prlvate
meeting rrlth the Dlstrict Auditor - a Tory
Officlal - almed at discrediting the
entlre financial stretegy agreed by the
Party atrd supported by a largE majority of
the Labour Group.

These attecks, and the nay ln whlch thel
are being conducted, are doing irreperable
daoage to the Party ln Camden.

The local media are using the Right Just
as the Right are using them. Not to opea ut
debate, but to open splits where none exist
and to undermine policies whlch have been
arrived at denocratlcally and kith the full
involvement of the Party.

Ia effect, Hulme, Satyth, Denny, Griffitt
Shaw, Latham, et aI, are acti.ng as a
wreckiag crers, an Alliance caucus in
everythiag but name. ?hey are damaging aot
oaly the Party and our electoral chances,
they are also tearing apart our links sith
both the Unions and the wlder community.

Angela Birtil l
Councillor, Kilburn llard

INTERNATIONAL SHETER IJEEK: l'larch 29 - Apr
Heetlng: Future of Councll Housing

7 pm 31 March, The Town Hall
Meeting: Prlvate Tenants Campaigo

8 pm 2 ,lpril, tJinchester Project
Swlss Cottage Nl,t3

CA.I,IDEN LABOUR BRI EFING

NEXT I,IEE-[ING: l,lednesday 29 April 8.00 p.m.
Venue to be announced


