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acandcnlnB equal opEcrtuI].1t1es nany r,isnths 393' Canle:r's la!c!:
l=a,fer6hr.p are tow €et to dlsnantle wliat's Ieit' 't/.ith 3 one-lr'/

e b;r l{aigc Soci.at ServlcEsworkers forclng '"he Councll' t: rstr-.3t
.-o ihe most vulDer3ble, ihe bea.er; cf the "dente4 shield" have
i ldea of clcsln8 Vellesley House, the Londcn !/onen's Centre'

A pa3losed j100 LrOO cut would decinate the centre. with 14 wonen's
o:-g:n:-;aliens i3cilg e'rlctlon and two workPlace mlrseries (with 65

o1l.,es) under th.eat. It 1s ""hls last cut 'r,hich 1s nobilislng the
i.*.,,r..1 opposi1ion. The Councll ain to nake the Ce^tre self-f1:ranclnS
Hi !i support t'rcn other boroughs I

.,': i 1:st 8lance, the borcu8h's 89/90 b'.-rdget is an anodyne aif31r'
:-rsDite ieatur1trS the Pcl1 Tax lEPIerDentatiDn (Deeer t'uIIy discusse'i in
-::.'-i:r 'lb.e Labou. OrouP Dr Partles) ard a vacancy:'ate cf 10% (: e Job
:.'-.:s) tiat will leave soine servtces staggering fron one disa6^Ler to
illr::rer. Libr3.1es and ecc1al wcrk 'rri11 be the La:Cast hit Furtbe'' lcwn

,renda is the creatlon cf a Dlrect Ser'/1ces Departnent - 6n t'he

oi Tory !-andsworth. In this set-up, Ir,anaqers recrulted by South
an linked heaC-hurters with comnerclal attlt,uCes will effe'tlvely

,jncer':llne dir-eca iasour. leadlng t3 over 100 ranu31 alrd 3dn1n Jcb
Irsi;es. Tle lrony oi ihis is that no plece of Tory legLsl';tion forces
a:,irden to Bo dcwn ibis ioai, ncr has any other Labo'rr Borcu8h attau'Die{i
trl is.stroy Dubllc servlces vrhclly on its c'n'n iitlativa'

ir ,;.lia oi a declinln8 service, Ccuncll renis are $D1n8 up bL :1n

:.1'?ra:.:e ot e?. ia a weel: ':hiSher tha! the r'are ci j-n jlai-1cr') ' Se';en

Lal:oui counciLlors voted a8alast thls ald na,v face CisclPllrary actlcn'
:1,? iCC a.e clanour1n8 for expulslon fron the O:'oup and the Party'
l:)1..,i:i -11 aounc111ors, irho iasl year conslsteDt-ly 6?Posed cuts and a'e:e

elrnended f:'oE the Labour Group as a result, voted for toth a rent rise'
anc'tee budget at the fuII Counctl neetln5 .{lttrough SoinS down on

:+icrd as oppoelng cuts, they Percelve the 1ac! of actlvlty cutslCe the
Ccrj:-.:.1 Chanber as a reasoD for han8in8 on wltbln it. Tleir pcsi'tion i]l
ile Labour Group assuoes a ceatral si8nlflcance : a case of the
prr;ed.ur-a1 taii waSgins the pol1tlca1 dog I Ttre io8lc of th15 nistsle
ca;r be followed. tbrou8h, but it 1s e6sel!1al'1y false' No debate cn '"he

alza Ef ttre cuts caD obscure the leed ior sociallsis 1D local SoverlxEnt
to oprose ary caPltulatlon or refusal to f j.Sht back agalnst lhe
covernnent.

Padrlg.Iores
Hol. bore S St ?aacras CLP, CaqieD tral8o.
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llrle sure ol your copy ot the torlnlghtly
Laboor Adeflng; Annual subscrlptbrul are 812
(hdlvlduals), [24 (lnsrltlxbn!). Wrlle to PO Bor
45t, London SW2 5UZ (cheque!, .tc., payabb
lo lfiour Brlot ngl.
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T-EXT CAI{DEI LABOUR BRITFII{G ]'GETING

]r{oNDAY 20 I'IARCH, 7.3oPn

Sr^ri ss CottaSe CoEnunltY Centre,
vlncbester Road

.n



CAI'IDEI{ INVESTS IN APANTHI]]])

Cauclen Antl-Aparthetd wa6 recently golng throurgh "tLe. r'eglster of shares

oI Shell. This conpany 1s h15h orr the Antl-
Apartheld. Idovementis toyccltt 1ist. Vhat a snrprsi* lt l'ras to f1nd that
3.i6 gljO shares wlth a uulru of i3.5 mtI]lon were registered ln'the narne

of of the l{ayor/Alderuan/Burgeress of carden I These v{ere a stralght
lnvestment and not part of a penslon fund. such a }arge lnvestment

could not have taken place wtthout the knowledge af the leader of the

councll (Tony Dykes 1n case you had forgotten). And' if 1t had been done

wtthout hls knowledge, thls 1s surely a scandal!

CAITDENKICI{SA}ITI-POLLTAxCA]'IPAIGIIiNTHETEETII

The tlrst antl-poll tax neetlng wae held on the 14 Harch wlth 120 people

attendlng. Ttrls was a success as many loca1 tenants attended and

declared their supIrort for the campa16n, Althou6h the l{ayor 1s a sponsor

ofthecarnpal6n,"r,atU"councllchamberwasboolre'dthrougha
counclllor, the councll has sent a b111 for the use of the roorn ! sorry,

Labour
twistin$ in the
breeze

The latest twlsts ln the Rushdle atlalr have been dls-,
turblng but predlctable.

Douglas Hurd, havlng lecturod Musllms ln ltlanchester
about tho obllgatlons lncumbent on "law-abldlng" Brlls,
then turned on Hushdle, enldely clalmlng the author
dldn't understand "Brltlsh lnslltutlons". Howe and
Thatchar have expresed lhelr goneral dlsapproval ol The
Salanlc Verses, and clearly a blg push ls on [or some
"dlplomatlc" (1.e. sell-servlng) solutlon lo the Brltlsh'
lranlan conlllct.

Meanwhile publlshers Penguin (owned by muhinational
Pearson Group) are said to have pulped tho first run ol the
paperback editon. The publishing lndustry and the bourgecis
media in ggnoral are dithering ard preparing the way lor a
climMown.

This rebeal lrom Bushdte's delenco was inevitable. lt'e not
just that someone in Thatcher's eyrie has linally read his book
and discovere'd that it ls lar more oflensive to the Tory rogime
lhan to the tenets o( lslam.

It is that delenc€ ol the book and the principles of free ex-
pression are not ln the interests ol the class repreeented by
the goverrrnent, Labour's leaders, as usual, have not been
so clear about the interests ol lhe class lheyrepresent.

Paddy Ashdorn took up the cudgele for Rushdie against
the Tories, while Kinnock kept l{s lips bttttor,od.

The problem with leaving this battle to the likes ol Ashdown
and the bourgeois liberals pontificating ln the 'quality'press
is twofold.

First, most of those people havo a philul track record on free
speech. Where were they when Perdition was eflectively
banned lrom the stage? Whon Sinn Fein was gagged? When
Clause 28 was pushed through padiament? Some protested,
but these css€s newr received the klnd of outraged advocacy
being shown ln the Rushdie case.

Second, they refuse to place lhe current contwersy ln the
context ol thi grossly raclst eociety whlch ls Thatcher's
Britaln, 1989. Not only such devotees d literary freedom ae
the Sun and the Mail but also Hugo Young ln the Guardran
and others have used the af{air as an excuse lor racist and
inflammatory attacks m Muslims.

It ii vital itrat tre labour movement stake out a clear and
principled position here - and argue lor it forcalully not only
in parliament and thrbugh the media, but in honest, direct
dialogue with the Muslim communities in Britain.

Wd have to stand up against both racism and censorship,
in trrhrf ^,r^' ^f i -nq f$n1r n^^4.r

but can't pay, vron't PaY !

NEXT CAUDEU LABOUR BRiEFING MEETI1IG

ilONDAY 20 I'IARCH, 7.3OPM

Swlss Cottage CornmunltY Centr"e,
Vinchester Road

ON THE AGENDA :

STAND BY SALilAII RUSHDIE !

Dlscusslon lntroduced, by Dave Palmer of Hartn8ey's EeadlDg ilatters
l3ookshop, known for 1ts stand on 'Posltlve lrnaSes', and now or8anlslng

wtth other London left bookshops support for Salman Rushdie'

CAUDE}I' S BUDGET

Vhat 1s really ln the bud'get? Vhat does lt mean for servlces and the

cornrnunlty? Vhat should our resPonse be to lt ?

LABOUR GROI*IP ELECTIONS

counclllors support anybody ? anri if so whom ?
!

I

>-hor"r1d the left


