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A RESPONST TO THE BUDGET
STRATEGY PAPER

IX TIIX AUTUltli of 1987 the Caden {,abour Group
atlopted tne strategy r:t | {-aring Uuts' , it was
ar-gueri that rt was bet+"er lor Labour to stay
' legal' because tc let the fories irr woltld be
much woree. Alorrg with rany Labour Party
memberg, the ltanlfesto Group of CouncllIors
rejected this strategy.

The dlsroant,Iing of local government is
art of the Tories' plans to dismantle the

kelfare state. Financial restralnts, rate-
ceppln6, the Housing BilI, the Local
Governnent Act, the Educatlon Act and the
PolI Tax are all part ot this strategy. To
stay in otfice means isolatlon from our
connunltiee and the lroplersentatlon of Tory
legislatlon by a Council elected to luplenent
a sociallst manltes;to.

In the past year, Camden has cut tts
budget by 24% wlth a loss of 3,000 Jobs.

This rlnanclal year we are being asked to
agree to a lurther ror.tnd of cuts total11ng
t27 nLl l ion, A t'I7 ni l11on package of cuts
bas aLready beerr ideutified.
'I . Ya,:ancy rates to be kept at L07i across the
board. At present the vacancy rate is already
'10%, but overtirne and agency staff are being
used to cover essential vacancies.
. A further rent lncrease ot d3.

V. Sale ot council accommodation.
4. 7% cuts across all services and the
absorption of inflation.
5. Flnancial neasjures'7et to be lrlentifled.
6. Between '20-25% cuts to the Voluntary
Sector.

The above still leaves t,L0 rnillton to be
rourtd by ruarch 1989.

The next 2 years up to 1991, when there
may be a General Electlon, seen no more
optlmistic tor Iocal government:
x The Housirrg Act will becoroe Iaw on 1.4.89.
* Subsldy lroro the rates to keep Council
rents low wlII be stopped by law 1n Apr11
1990 leading to an average rent rlse of i25
per week.
)r Registration tor the Poll Tax starts in
April '89.
i* Carden wl 11 sti I 1 be rate-cappe'l ln
1989/!)().

Ihere are no rnanagerial/t1nanc1a1
solutlons to the preseut crlsis, 'Ibatcher's
pro,j ect to srnash the power and denocracy of
local government conti.nues apace, By ilay J.990
('t,he next loca1 elecl,lonsl little wtlI be

lelt ct 'r-aring C.amoen' services. Rather we

will have a council whlcir i.s Labour in name

orrly. Vhat are we golng tc offer the
electorate - Irol'e <;uts'?

1'he pollt1cal optlorrs that face us now
are no drfferent from those of 1987, but the
circumstances are, I)o we want to see a Labcur
par:ty further dlvided, a workforce further
dernorallsed, servlces inadequate for the
needs of our communlties?

Ve rreed to adopt a radically dlfferent
strategy. One based on resj.stance to the
onslaught of i'hatcherism. A strategy whlch
will have to be agreed with our t.rade uniocs.
the voluntary sector, cornnunity groups and
tenantg assoclatious.

LGC WITCH-HUNT

EARLIER THIS YEAR, the Local Governrent
Conrsittee 1n Candeu. agreed to draw up a panel
of prospective candidateE: in order to replace
Labcur roernbers, should they be disqualif 1ed,

Getting onto a panel of candidates 1s
usually a straight-f orward business,

Every nomlnee has to complete a
questlonalre, arrd then sign a statment to the
eftect that they will abide by Labour Group
Standing Orders.

By the beglnnlng of October, nominatlons
had been recelved by the Loca1 Government
Conmittee frorn both of Camden's Constituency
Parties, and a s1>ectal neetlng ol the Local
Governnent Conmittee was held on the 1gth.

By one vote, two candldates were
reJected. John h/ttte wno had been noninated
by Holborn & St Pancras, and Steven Taylor
who had been nomlnated by Harrpstead &
Highgate. Both of them on the left of the
Party. In a number of other cases, tbe votlng
was extremely close.

No reason was glven for rejectlng the two
Party members, but lt was an obvious
politlcai rejection of left wingers,

Hampstead & Hlgh6ate CLP agreeC to appeal
against the declslon to reJect Steven Taylor
at their (ieneral Conmlttee roeetlng at the er.d
of the roonth. The decislon was carrled
without one s1ng1e person votlng against.

In the past, rlght wlng candidates
rejected by the Local Government Conrnlttee in
Camden have always been relnstated by the
Regional Executive.

The Appeal was held at WaLworth Road on
Sunday 27 l{overnber. Steven Tay).or was
represented by the Chalr and Secretary of
Hampstead & Hlghgate CLP, and the Local
Government Coruulttee by ldertln Plaut and
Shakoo Voodrow.

No objection had been raised at the PaneL
meeti.ng regarding Steven Taylor' s
sultability, and there was no reason given
for the LtiC's decision to reject his
nomlnation' 
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However, fi.artln Plaut as Chair or the
LiiC-, argued that sl nce the correct prcced'-lres
haC been rollowec, there were nc 'l'rounds tor
reinE;tatlng Steven Taylol- onto the panel '

ArlCitionally, he prcduced a doseie:'of
articles enC star;enents trt-1tten cr siq:re'J by

Steven laylor- and argueC r-irat, sirtce tbese
rvere ci'itical cf tire ruling Labour Gr-cup in
Cancien then Ste.rel 1'ayLor wa= 6uiity cl
bringing the Pari;y lnto clrsrepute and nr:t {it
to be a cand.irlate. Tiiis h.td not been a6reed
by erther t,he LGC, its E:recutive or its
Oti i cers.

The Appeals Committee, atter reading the
dossier, said it had rro bearj.ng on the
Appeal-! They then proceeded to r'eiect the
Appeal on the gror.ruds that si.nce aLl the
correct procedures had been folloned, there
was nottring that they could do'

The inplicatiolts ot- this decision are
extreroely 1ar-reacbing. 1n effect, it meane
that any Local Go'zernment Conrnittee can
reject any caadidate on any Srounds, and
that, provlded correct procedures have been
followed, there is no right of appeal.

In polltical terms, 1t sets a precedent'
It :oeans that whichever pol1t1caI opinlon is
in the roaJorlty on a Local Governnent
Conmittee, then that rualorlty can reject ail
nominations which dc not reflect thei.r
politlcal tendency.

The faj.lure to uphold an Appeal under
these circumstances signahnot merely a
victory for 'new reallsm' but an entirely new
rea I ity,

The new reality 1s that candidates ot the
1eft, irrespective of thelr experience and
qualltications, are no Ionger acceptable even
for consideration, never mlnd selection and
electlon. Scary stuff conrades.
Fred LepJat (Sbrers lcwn:,

i'IEXT MEETING OF

CAMDEN LABOUR BRIEFING

Monday I tJanuary, Bpm
Torun Hall, Judd St .

'l'hr: mid-telrra manlfesto
A COUN'TERATTACK

THE OilLY TElilG whlch the naui-festo proulses
ir; f urther cuts- i-n stal f and servlces' It the
manlfestcr 1s addree;set1 to the Labour Group,
thea it j,s askirrg thern to repudlate the
platlorro on which they were elected; 1t it 1s

addresseC to the electorate then lt is a

useless and unnecessary document'
iropliclt in the promise to reorganise is

a subraission to the princlples of Governruent
thrnking. Thatcherlte terrus - 'wast'e' and

'lnefficiency' - are used unquestloningly and

there is no atternpt to defend the Council's
enployees lrorn these allegations' Under
,Stanclard of 5'erv:ces the docurnent can only
s,ay that the tlouncl l 'regrets' belng unable
to rneet the wlshes of Carnden people!

In the Houstng sectlon the nanifestc
refers to helplng thcse 1n need and 1o1lows
on with 'we w1lI cornbat squattlnS' ag though-
squatters were not among the number of those
in need. 'l'hi.s is pandering to preJudice'
Hol born & St Pancras (iI'[C also voted down an

amend.uent to keep rent rj-ses below inf lation!
The section on Education 1s very thin:

it contains a ProMise to ensure that ILEA's
example wi1l. contlnue (even though it 1s
i1kely that r-esources will be at 60% of thelr
present level ).

Throughout lt 1s clear that a strategy i s
not in exis+"ence to natch deeds to words: as

in the staternent that the effects of Sectlon
2E wl1I be rolninised without any lndlcatlon
of how tiris will be done. There are vaSue'
eropty promlses about creches and childrnlnding
- from a Councll that has declnated nursery
provisi on,

And so it goes on' Under the grand
heading Fajrae-cs, noble soundlng references 1
to prornoting equallty of opportunity and
supportlng victtrre of dlscrirulnatlon are
given without the falntest hint of how these
alrns are to be achieved. The rnanifesto
patronlsingly talke about fostering tolerance
ror minorlty groups (not conbatting ractsn) '

Holborn & St Pancras CLP have tried to weaken
the document stlIl rurthe:' by refuslng to
laclude any reterence to the Race, Vonen's
arrd Lesbian and Gay comrolttees. Irr the
section headed Our ltorkforce, Holborn & St
Fancras' arnend.rnent refers t,o recent iob
iosses and 1ts gratitude to 'some of our
unions' for the-lr co-operatlon. A Labour
Couucil is apparently only Srateful' to those
unions who meekly agreed to the loss of thelr
own rnembers' jobs' An amendment agalnst
compu.Lsory redund.ancies was also voted down

by the GMC.

If Labour in Camden is asklng for the
alleglance ot voters. then lt needs to
present theru with sornethlng nore speclflc and

crusading than the nid-term rnanlfesto'
Pat Nightingale (Catden ward)
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