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HARRODS - THE AFTERMATH (from thie monthrs Ne!, Labour & freland EditoriaL)
When the outcry over the Harrodrs bomb hae died. dowa I have a feel-iag we
wiJ-l be Left with a hol-low feeling Ln our stoaachs that another opportunity
to have done something constructive to resolve the frish situation has
passed 6 by.
The response of the Labour Party leadership has been to bury ite head. The
Unionist and Tory outcry ooupleal with the calJ. to ban Sinn Feiu should have
been erposed for the cynj-ca1 nanoeuyre it wa6. tlitness Thatcherlo unguartledl
comment8 to journalists recorded on tape by the Guaraian - rwe].]- Gentlemen,
how do you want me to pl-ay this? Sha1l- I link it a].]. in with Christmas? |
This shoul-tl have been contrasted to a tlifferent aaal positlve alternative
for ending the war"
After the Birningham boobinge in 1974 the rush to inc"ea6e repression and.
intimidation of the Irish cornrmtnity in Britain wae masked by the misnomer -lPrevention of Terrorisnl. tike its updated version the prevcntion of
Terrorism Bil-l, the PTA dial much to underrnine ciriL ).iberties in Britaiu,
preparing the way fo" further l-egislation like the Police 8i11.
It is now alnost 1O years since Birmingham; the tide of public opinion ha6
ehifted in favour of the one political solution that viLl- r.rork - wlthdrawal.
The Labour movenent in Britain doee not, aa yet, reflect this change, but
we are surely not in for another tdark ager where IreLaad cannot be
diecussed.. The wall" of silence and disiaformation has begua to bo broken,
even 1f it 1E onl-y a beginning.
The frin6e rneetin! rrlth Gerry Adam6 and Sina Fein wonen hra6 the eecond
biggeet at the Labour Party conference, but the Unionist veto is still_
supported by large 6ection6 of the novement - particularl"y the union6. The
battle of ideas 1n the party rtrust continue...o
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