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THE NEIIi COUNC LEADERSHIP 3 A VERY RIGHT II II,IG COUP

ON THE lace of it, the triurvirate of
Dykes, lloods and Fft2gerald, which now

!- onlrises the new leadership of the
Labour Group in Camden, may aeem very
sini]-ar to the Councillors who were in
office prior to the May elections. A11
three Co'Lncil"Lor6, with varying degreeE
of enthusiasn, have been prepared to
accept the twin pr{nciples of denocracy
and ac c ou::t abil,ity in the Past; theY
eere prepared to fol}ow the Partyr s
poficy durj.ng the Rate Catr)ling campaigni
and they have each played an active rofe
ia the development of ?he Councilre
stralegy oter the paet four Yeafs;

In Camden, a joint Labour Gtoup/LGC
neeting wa6 hel-d for the first time
on May loth1 and elections were held
for all the Labour Group positious
and Counci]- Cornmittee Chairs. The
el-ection6 produced a politica]}y
balanced Counci,l, neith6r left nor
right achi.eving an overal.l &ajority
of pooitions within the new Group.

However, at the Labour Group neeting
rvhich wae held on May I2th to endorse
the reconmenda&ious of the joint
Labour Group/LGC, i-t becane cLear
that neither the hard rj.ght', nor the
centre Councillore who had fail-ed to
be elected to their prefered poeitionb
of pouer, were prepared to accept
ej-ther the principle of democracy or
accountabiLity. Unlike the najority _
of, Party meobersr and unlike a l-arge -

ninority of the Labour Group, these
Councillol's lefused to endorsa the
Party I s re commendations.

However an exami-nation of how these
Councillors secured thsir authority
telis a completely d:ifferent story. -.

' n all levele of-t ib acce.>ted. within
\-,ne Party that thd ele$tion of Labour
Grolr! Officers and Council Committee
Chairs Ehould be open to'a wider:
fraflchise, and not ]eft entire]y at

. tha di.ecretioL'bf Labour Counclllors.
Branches nho are not represented by
Labour Councillorsi the Womens Sectiont
the Black tiectibni tle Trades Unions
and the Constituency Parties, each

- need to be lnvolved io the elections
and the subsequent developrnent of
p olic 1e s.

The previous f,abour Groupl both CLPet
the Branches, and all leve1s of
labour novement in Candenr acce
that the elections should take
within the context of a joint L
cidtip/Loia1 Governlrent conmit t 3
neeting. This practice ie alrea
follorrred in a large nu ber of Labour
ccntrolled authoritiee: Brent , Hackneyt
Islj-ngtonr Le\tri6har0 and other London
Boroughs a]-! aceept the need and the
validity of such eleotion!.

There were no reasona given fgr this
refusal. They simply overturrtgd, or
a'ttempted to overturn, those $ecisionsthat they did not agree with.

In all, 12 of the decisiono tfaf had
been made at the election wer3 nhallen-
ged, and in 5 instances, the cell*e/
right aLliance overturned the dpnrocratic
decisions that had been made Fy the
Party. Kate AIIen, the first rygrnan
Leader of Ca-nden Council, was peplaced
by Tony Dyke6; Satnann Gi}I , o4e of the
three newly elected Black Cou{p}}}ors,
was replaced as Chai-r of the fey Folicy
and Resourcee Coruaittee by Julig
Fit2gerald; Nevin McDonnell w{p rep}aced
a6 Vice-Chair of both olicy apd
Resources and as Assistant Chief lt{hip
by Jaaet Pope; Ton Devlne wae replaced
as Vlce Chair of Housing nanagenent by
Gareth Snythe;' and Gloria Lazenby was
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replaced as Vice Chai-r of Leisure by
Dave Horan. Perhaps the worst insul-t was
reserved for Satnam GiIl - havj-ng been
replaced as Chair of Policy and
Resource€i he then stood for Chair of
Camdenrs Race Committee, the fj-rst
Black !erson ever eli6lb1e for this
posi-ticnr and lras riefeated.

The voting throughout these bogus
e].ections was entirely in line with a
slate that had been decided in advance
by the right, and there was little
variation on the centre/right's overall
majority in the nevi, Labour Group, of 2.

It is worth remebering that 4 of the
new Labour Councillors - CanqrKirkr Green
and Shaw - should not even hdve been
representing the PartY j.n thq MaY
elections after their disgradqf,i,lli record
d.uring the Rate Capping caurpd lgp, and
that other right candidates had. only
become Councillors by appeal{ng to lhe
Regional dxecutive after bei-ng deemed.
unauitable by the Pa-rty. However' the
most depressing aspect is not the
behaviour of the right - vue have come to
ex;ect a total disregard of the principlee
of denocracy and accountability from the
right - but the behaviour of the car-
eer-Lsts and cyni-caL opportunisL6 who
nol, comprise the ;:ublic ]-eadership of
tle council, and who have been prepared
to kick the Party in the teelh in order
to attain power. : j-\
ST:jVE TAYIOR (Hampstead & Hlghgate) I
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NtrT MEET]NG FOR SUPPORT4RS OF

'IIABOUR BRIEFTNG'' IN CA}IDTN :

Tuesday J.st .Iuly, 8pm .
Camden Town Hall Committee Room

J. r. * * *,l! t * {'* )* * +,* *,t,r * !* * * * * ,. * ,* * * l. ,* * * * ,* * + t,* * * ILI + ,t

NEWS fi.'I TERNATIOr\.A! Atr'TER THE vOlE :
DEAN MUST ltoi,\i plltr OUT FLEET

IIIhat a superb vote I T,wo to one agains t--lvlurd.o ch I s paltry
attenpted se]}-out. The'ritrikers have made it'ahsotutefy
for jobs r -;no t pay*offs .

STREET

brlbe
c]--.ar

with. the vote tehind :. r it is necessary to break the disastrous way in. which thestrike ha6 beea run so'far . Deanrs strategy of re-Lying on public opiirion anaboycotts has failed .'Action is now needed"io win . Flect street rrallc 
-i" *irqrsrrt

out in support of News Jnternational- srrikers, ur.a uguirru.-trr"-rtlr.a"td;'.;;il;;-crnditions in the other papers that have occured since Murdach opened the way . ihatis the only way tcl put pre.sure on arl the newspaper barons and build effectivepickets with enough nuinbers.ta close down }4urdochl; scab operation al wLpping . With
J0 000 workers from the whol-e of FIeet Street and support irorr other urrioo.. -r,!up pi:rE
could be picketed to a stand,ctill . '- --:---' 

.,""'{"
At Sogat conference, pressure wj-}I be on Dean to urobilise the whole of the uaion
b:h1:1d _th: strike3 and to provid.e a leadership that goes for victory . iut the restar Ehe Iabour novement must fulfilr ir,s r ,sponsabi.i-ities. ro create Lffeitive solida-ritv . TGWU menbers driving News International lorries must be dlscipliaea, ,i.r.g ;itthe NIiI mem6.ers w.lio. are working inside Fortress Wapping . The EEpTU - *lios" leadlrshiconsciousry helped i{urdoch set up hi-s scah operation - musl be u"p"rru a'-iiJr-;;;-il;-
Tlte failure of the TUC to act on its resolution is another consotidation of theToriast anti-union Iaws .

The labour Party can a]-so step up its support for lhe News fnternational strj,kers .This can be done by encouraging menbers ro pickei wapping and other aepjt'd arouna
].1:. "ou"tlyr. and.giving financiar support to 'ttre str-:-ir""I . s".b r'ru.r ,ui,o" 

" 

- 
rrl"i".f*Withers who has just.been selected as ppc in Srevenage should be expefLea-. i; a";;""the Labour Councif rnuet nalnlain it's boycott of News Internationaf titles in thelibrarj-es 1 and. party menbers should support the activi-ties of the printworkers

Support Group such as the pickets at Wapping and the Benefit on Uuly t,tl, i" iiru
B-i-dborough Centre with the rRedskinsr band .

.AMDEN pRrNrwoRKERs suppoRr GRoup me:ts ",",;it:,il;'j: J:;ffi': i,t;:i:";;;]"".at I02a Cromer Street, WC L, phone: 83? Zt tS
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NEXT MEETTNG FOR SUPPOBTERS OF LABOUR 3RI],FTNG IN CAMDEN
8pn, Canaen Town HaIl Corurittee Room
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and Brenda Dea].rs
they want to fight

TUESDAY 1 JULY
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