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Membership applications and transfers are being aefused follou/ing
allpgaLrons of silPporl lor l'liljLant and Socialist Aclion and
fomer meinbershrP of the Colrmunjst Paatv. SuPpoaLers of
Lhe Campaign for Latrour Partv Democracv have been expel)ed
for rcpeatedly aaising brcaches of LP rules and proced'Jtes'

witch
hunt!
THE DRIVE BY LABOUR LEADERS TO

niincx AND rsoLATE THE PARTY's
isFr wrNe HAS Not'l MovED rNTo A

HIGHER GEAR.

tteanr,hile Neil Kinnock has taken full advant€ge ot the isola'
tion of Liverpoo) Councii and of the political weakoesses of
the ttililant supoorters at its head. The so-calied inquiry
into Liverpoo! Citv Labour Paalv is a viciotls plo! Lo attaek
these supporters and punish LP members foa caafying out
the Labour PaaLv's national policv .

In a ceneral sense Lhe right wing has alh/ays been prepared
to resorL to purges of its oPponents inside the parlv. ljell
knoL,n examples include Stafford Cripps exPelled in the 1930s

the exDulsions in Non^/ood tabour Part!_ in lhe 1950s and the
closing dob,n of Lhe Young Sociaiist.s in 1965 bv Harold
ldilson.

Closer to t|ome in St Pancras, all 1t members of lhe opposition
Labour Group on lhe Council urere exPelled ftom the [abour
Paatv for opposing lhe rent increases that sParked off the

5t Pancras tenants' renl strike of 1959/60'

So witch hunts 6re nothing nev.,. Bul whv do{r: lhe piesent

wave corne at this Parlicular time?

In the u,ake of Lhe miners' defeat the righr uing has become
much more confident. lt is bent on rnakiog the partv appear
'fit for government'bv bejng seen lo pLrt its house in ordea.Since Lhe expulsion of Lhe Militant Edilorial Eoard members

at the 198i conference there have bpen sporadic aLLempls
aight wing local constituencjes to expe) 

^4iliLant 
supporte.s

\--p scale ol these moves rdEls consjsienL rilh Jim rYoltimer's
iiair.t tn" time tha! the expulsion of HiliLant's editors was
not lo be Lhe green light for a wjtch hunt.

All that has nor.r changed. Kinnock's dircct assault on bolh
Liverpool Cirv Council and the Nultl leadeEhip at the Pa!'tv
conference has opened the door to both natjonally co-ordinated
campaigns against HiliLant and local u,ilch hunls against paom_

inent left wingers-

Numbers of t4ilitant supporters expelled have nour reached
32. oevon Labour Sriefing $rppo ers in Exete! are cur.ently
threatened wjth expulsjon. ln HatleEIe!"5 spa.kbrcok
constituency councillor Amin Khan, organiser ol a local black
section and Kevin Scuilv, secretar! of birmingham labour
Conrnittee on lreiand were throu,n out of the pa.ty last l',Jovember
for challenging uhat they sa./ ss Pataosage and corruption
there.

B.rl it is also rrsing the witch hunt to clear the ka\' for a
oossiblp coalltron. As the recent speech by the chairpersor
of thp Paalramentar\ Labour Pa.!v delivered in Northern lreland
rEde cle6r. Labour leaders estimate that there is everv likeli-
hood of the paaLy failing to win an outrighl Ir€joritv at the
next General Election.

Far frcm sendinE those under altack into disarrav the uitch
hunt is dralring them clos€r together. Labour Left Co-ordina_
tion with the Campaign for tabour Partv Democracv and the
Campaign Group of LaboLr f'lPs are publishing a aegula. bulletin
about the purges. The Grcater Londori Labou. Parlv has coodenmed
the untch hunt ano prolesled !o the NEC. tabour Briefing
gJpporleis all over the counlfy ate mountjng a counter_offensive.

Clearl!. every expulsion anC everv ne!,r uJilch hunling move,
includiog the inqLriry into tiverpool Citv [abo$ Party ttxrst
be fought all the urav.
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Borough Conference:
I-EF T ryITJS'I-
STA\'
ON TH}] ALERT

lirth thc Camden Labour ParLies having no!,r
agreedthe tnanifesto for the Borouoh EIecLions
in ttay. it is viLal Lhat Lhe Borough Conference
on 8 |1arch comhiLs the incoh)ng Labour Group
to honour presenL counci) commi lment.s plus
the nanifesLo proposals- The presenl Labour
Group should also cost these proPosals.

S 1 r,.,f-::N T'N I GIJ'I'
S'f }I ] KIjRS
F ] C;Hf' C)N
The hardest-fought dispute since !he trliners.batLle against pit closures is now enler-ing.its erqth monLh. Support for the 5OO strik6rsat Lhree Sj lenLnjght facLories jn Sutton,yorkshire and Barnolds$ick. Lancashire. has
cone from all sections of the labour movemenL,notally from several hjnrng communjties.

Selection of caididaLes in all Lhe wa.ds *here
Labour should Lrin indicates thaL lhe composi-
lion of lhe Labour Group wrll probably not
alter drastically afLer the .local elections.
A rigrht wing group r"ill be opposed by Lhe left
r.ith those in the middle holding the balance
of power.

!,iiLh Lhe officral backinq of lheir union FTAT
ihe SilenLnrqht workers were fjqhtjng redur6ancies
and a wage freeze only to be sacked by their
employers when they took strike action. Sa]es
of the beds have slunped byt management continue
to use scab labour to keep Lhe fact-ories 9oin9.
Pickettjng of local furnilure stores L,hich
stock SilentniqhL products is be)n9 organised
and details rill be pubticised shortly be
CAIIIDEN BRIEFINe. Meanwhile it is viLal to
arrange speakers and collecLions ilr your Lrade
union and labour party branches to hetp the
strikers to hold ouL.For speakers ring Terry
Bennet on (0282) 603055. SeDd donations Lo
Ivlrs Ann Xing. 10 Rainhall Crescent, Barnoldswjck
Co1ne, Lancs.

JIJSf] I CE FOF{
THE M I NERS
ANNIVERSARY DEMO
& RALLY, SUNDAY 2 MARCH
1.30 pm JUBILEE GARDENS, C0UNTY HALL
Sponsored by the NUM &
National Justice for I'lineworkers
Campaiqrn.

ln this conLext the ]eft in camden lJiIl have
ro nobilise ootside the council chamber. lt
is conLact and work with Camden lrade unions
and rrith local h,orking class organisations
that will count more than ever in the batLles

stop the
witch hunt!

PIJBI- I C F ORIJIVI
a- oo PM
TTJES 4 FEB
cAt'tDEN TOwN rrR, ^l
JIJDD ST- WC1.
SPEAI(ERS:
NADINE FTNCH
Labour Left Co-ordination
& GreaLer London Labour
Party.

CHARI- T E TA\'I-OR
Former St Pancras Cl Ir,
expel ]ed from Lhe LP in
196 0 for supporting St
Pancras tenants' Rent Strike-

lhe drive by Nejl Xinnock and his leadershjp toattack and isolate t-he Labour parLy,s ]ef t_ r.,ing
has now moved into a higher gear. lLs lonoer-term
aim is Lo make lhe parly respectable for qovern-
menl and Lo clear Lhe way ,or coaljLion if Labourfails to gain an outright majority att. the next
Ceneral Elect i on.

P[,]BI- T C FORTJIVj TL]ES 1A I\{IARCH
A . OO PM CAMDEN TOWN HAI-I-
' \^7HAT }< I ND OF SOC I AI- T ST
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lhether or not the resulL of this process uill
nean a deficiL budget for ca,nden thjs year,
there can be little doubl that confronLatlon
v.,ilh lhe GoverntnenL is ineviLabie in the future
if the nerr council mainLains a commitment to
defend lobs and ser\,ices and to expand services.
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