
U/HY WE REFUSED TO SIGN

GROUP STANDING ORDERS

A statement from the "Manifesto" Counciilors

ON the 8th of February ll Labour coun-
cillors werc cffectively removed from the
Labour group on Camden Council. We
remain Labour councillorsf but we will
no longcr bc allowed to participatc in the
discussions that preccde council meetings
in the borough.

It is thc lirst time that action of this sort
has been taken against Labour council-
lors in Canrden, and it marks a ncw
low-point in the way that the leadership in
Camden have been operating since the
.Iunc 1986 General Election. The "crime"
which has led to our removal from thc
group is nothing nrore than our refusal to
tcar up thc manifesto promiscs thrt }}'c
made whcn we stood as Labour candi-
datcs.

.Since June o[ last ycar, the Labour
leadership in Camden have systemati-
catly discardcd virtually cvery sirrgle
promisc that they madc during the elec-
tion. Services have been reduced, jobs
havc been cut, council rents havc bcen
incrcascd, voluntary and comnrunity
organisations havc scen their grants taken
awxy, empty propertics havc becn sold to
spcculators, homeless peoplc havc been
rcfuscd,

'I'hc currcnt round of cuts being prop-
osed by Camdcn. will nrcan an oyerall
reduction in scrviccs - in addition to cuts
already carricd out - of bctryeen 2l and
50 per ccnt. As socialists, rlc *trc clected
on a manifesto which promiscd to inlproye
and cxtcnd scrviccs, wc hlvc rcluscd to

Yote for culs, and we havc rcfused to
attack eithcr our workforce or our com-
munitiss. As a result of this we have now
been removed from the decision-making
process.

We were given a straight forward
choice. Either wc signed a document
which would have forced us to agree with
the cuts rnd to vote for thcm, or we would
be removed. As far as wc were conccrncd,
tlris was no choicc al all.

\Yc arc not prepared to altack working
chss communitics and we are not pre-
prrcd to carry out thc Torics' dirty work
for them. Wc bclicvc that it is thc duty of
socialists to build opposition to thcsc poli-
cies, and to unitc with those who are at thc
sharp end of those policies.

lVe have already reccivcd massive sup-
port from pcople who agrec that rryc must
fight thc Tories rathcr than surrcnder to
them, and thc opposition to thc lcad-
ership's policics in Canrden is growing.
We will continuc to align ourselvcs rvith
lhis opposilion and we call atl those'who
are opposcd lo Labour controllcd author-
itics currying out Tory cuts to join us.
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