
PHESS STAIEI.tsNT TRO].T r}M GB,OUP OT COUHCILIOB,S:

We are totally against the intnod.uction of 11rl1 Tax in Carnden. It is a tax that will
benefit the rich at the expense of the lnor and is a means of reducing sti11 further the
amount of 1ocal contml cor:ncils can exert on setting their own leveIs of expend.iture.

ft follous in the wake of taking away from Camden the nate Support Grant in t!80/81;
the Rate Capping legislation of 1984/85; and the cuts in jobs and services that were

made by the council from 1987.

PoIl Tax will clearly not achieve a.ny of its stated key objectives of efficiency,
fa.irness and. aecountability. It vril1 be an adrninistrative rrightmare to collect and wil-1

cost far more than the present coLlection of the Bates. people will have to pay the same

amormt, regardless of ability to pay so that millionaires wj-1l g:ain substantially, while
the wodring class will suffer greatly. In lnrticular, black and ethnic rninorities wl11

be hit hard, as will women, people with d.isabilities, young: people antl pensioners.

\, Joint and severa.l liability will mean that a wife will be liable for her husba"nd.ts tax
if he l-eaves her and ca.nnot be traced.. Exemptions to the tax will affect only the few,

but the rest will be paying at least 2V1b of it. This vri11 include people who are barcly
able to l-ive a.t the moment on income support. Stud.ents will also be expected to pay the
2@1'o wilh no adjustments to their grants. eccountability shouLcl be about parbicilntion
by the comnrrrnity as to what it wants from the se:rrices being p:rovitl.ed. by the council.
Ilowever with Po11 Tax, there will be increased. pressures on the council to retluce

expentliture, as smal1 increases in spending will mean a dispr"oportionate increase in the

tar. This will lead to sti1l fi:rther cuts taking place,

.PolL Ta:c registration has already d.etemecl people from giving their names to the list of
electors and. will nea,n votes a6ainst the Goverrsnent wil-I be lost in forthcoming elections.
questions on registration fomrs, followed up by visits from toIl Tax canvassers, raise

\' serious issues of civil liberties, In add.ition, personaL details f:rom council departments

will be used. to cornpile the reg:ister,

In place of the Bo11 Ta.x, we wonld wish to see a 1oca11y basecl incone tax that related
to ability to p*y. Ttris shoulcl be oouplecl witb the reintmcluction of Gove:sment SuBprt
Gra.nt that would especlally heLp the lnorer bomughe.

As Fd.rt of the increasing prctest against the Fo1I Tax, we support the stand. being: taken

by the Camden Stop the .tblL Tax Canpaign concerning the fmstration of the lo11 Iax
Be8:ister. Begistration fo:ms will be sent fmn the Torn IIa1l to every householcl. in
Candlen thls nonth and we a€tee with the Campai6n that one of the most effective ways of
pmtestlng a6ainst the tax is not to send. them baek completecl but to have them destmyetl

at the mass buming on 17th June at 41n at St. irartins Ga,nlens, )1W1. At the saue time,
we suplnrt the tactic of d.enying that the fo:ms were ever received.. a campaign of
non-registration now, wL1I pave the way for a protest of non-palrment and. non-eollection
beglruring in Apr13. nert year.


