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ilIilENS'STNIIE:
DEVON POLICE
IN ACTION

'The problen which Devon faces about the refusal
of Derbyshire to pay for the deployment ot 2)0
of its police in the minersr strike, neatly erposes
the consti.tutional and operational cracks in the
rmning of Britainfs police.

Ihe Devon (and. Corni.sh) police were sent on the
initiative of the Chief Constable r:nder the nutual
ai.d provision of the 196+ Police Act. When the
three l,abour members of the Police Authority
objected, we were told it was no business of the
Authority.

Police authorities consist of one third. magistr-
ates (all Tories in Devon and. Cornwall) and. two
third.s elected. merobers. It is unlikeLy that our
a',rthority would have objected. to the Chief Cons-
tablers actions, but where police authorities
have - as in Yorkshire, Merseyside and. Derbyshire -
they have been ignoreil by their chief constables.

The i11ega1, oppressive and expensive behavj.our
of the police in suppressing the minersr strike
is thus outside any democrati.c control. The costs,
though, will come bpck to the Co.,rnty Councils.
He thus have expenditure without representatlon.

fhe Labor.rr Movement over two decad.es must bear
part of the qesponsLbility for this. We hare
left the iss{re of 1aw and order to the Tories.
}Ie even left the 196+ Act and its undemocratic
provisi.ons inta:t. . .
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It is central to soci.alisn that i.t is ordered
and rationally planned: in contrast, capitalism
is essentially chaotic. The task of thinking
thro.rgh the systen of justice and policing has
not been undertaken by the Bri.tish Labour Movenent.

iie lorow that a Hone 0ffice Unit has been planning
the mass policing of the coal. field.s for ten years,
since the police were huniLiatecl by the miners
Ln 1914. lie now lonow that Chief Constables are
beyond, deaocratic control. We have seen police
persistently breaking the law with i,npunity.
We have seen mag'istrates willing1y bend the rules
for then. Devon policemen who have been in Derby-
shire tell rne that they are shocked. and. ashamed

Miners in
Exmouth

at the behaviour of colleagues from Merseysid.e and
the Met., that most of the violence has resulted
from police provocation.

The claily experience which many young working class
and black people have of the police in Llondon and.
Merseysid.e is now p).ain for all to see.

Two Labour Party bodies have started. to tackle
the issue: the Labour Canpaign for Criminal
Justi.ce ancl the GI,C Police Conroittee Support
Unit are prod.ucing papers and policy ilocuments.
Ihere is still a big job to be done in this field
and we shall be read.y to present a coherent socialist
approach to the police by the next election.

For over three nonths pickets fron South Wales
have been in action at the docks in Exroouth.
Be1ow, Ray Davison, tecretary of Exrnouth Labour
Party, writing in persona). capacity, anslrers
questi,ons put by Devon Labour Briefing about
developnents in Exmouth.

DLB: Hhat di.cl you hope to achi.eve by bringing the
pickets to Exmouth and how far have these hopes
been fuIfilIed ?

RD: Ihe imnedi.ate ai.n was to stop the inportatio n
of coal fron Odansk arril Rotterdan. Initially we
oanaged to do this in both Teignnouth and Exmouth.
Ihe pickets did an excella.nt job with the clock
workers who are non-registered. casual labourers
but unionised in the TGl.lU. Ttre miners parsuaded.
thetr to implenent the TGWU ilirective to block
the novenent of coal. Unfortutrately the dock
Ennager a^nd orrner in Exnouth were astute and
managed to pereuade the NIJM executive in South
I{ales to give a dispensation to their docks.
this threw both the pi.ckets, lUl,lU District Office
and workers into confusion, and they have never rec-
overed fron this position. A new agreenent was
reached after a minor shor+ of force, but only a
blocade of the docks would have given the miners
the upper hand again. The pickets certainly wanted.
such a blocad.e, but could not get backing frorn
the Pontypridd Executive. So coal is cooing in
aI1 along the Devon coast - even at d.ocks where
we placed picket lines - Teignnouth, Torbay,
Plynouth, Bideford, etc,

DL3: Are you diaappointecl by these set backs ?

RD: lle ranted to stop the coal and feel we could
have done so if the pickets on the ground. had. been
better supported. by their Erecutive who did not
loor the situation so welL. 3ut we donrt regret
in any way that we cal1ed the pickets in. Ttreir
presence in Exnouth and elsewhere has been a great
benefit to the Labour Party.

DLB: In what way ?

RD: First, we have been able to focus the energies and
drive of the local Party on a trajor industrial dis-
pute and give nembers a sense of the iurportance of the
ninersr strike which I d.o not think they would
have had. if the miners had not cone. Second,
nenbers have been able to witnese at first ha.nd
the wealoresses of trade union organisation and
political thinking in this area and to contrast
thj.s the level of trade union awarenesa enjoyed.
by Nljlvl menbers. Our local trades counci,l has shifted.
its position from one of weak adherence to the
Murray line on the NGA to a much stronger conmitt-
roent to resisting Tory anti-trad.e union Legi.station.

Und.er the gaze of the Miners, sorne conservative
members of the Trades Cor:ncil have had to concede
ground. to have any credibility at all. t{e .havz also
been able to see how sectaria^n interests in the
TUC weaken the labor:r rooveroent and set worker
against worker. Ed.ucation to promote political
awareness anong workers and Trad.e Unionists is a
clear priority to energe from our experlence.

DL3: Iiow ilo the striki.ng mlners see the Labour Party?

RD: 0f the 100 or so who have stayed. with us in
Exmouth, only two were Labour Party nembers, altbough
all were Labour voters. The vast najority were
dlssatisfied with the Labour Party establishnent in
their constituency (Merthyr Tydfil, M.P. Ted
Rolands), accusi.ng it of complacency and lack of
political wi11. They were suyprised and delighted.
by Devon Labour Party members who in all but a very
few cases gave them unqualifi.ed support and threw
thenselves totally into the struggle. It does not
seen to have occured to them that they are free to
join thei.r CLPs to fight the complacency. lrlany said
that they had been heartened. by the Labour activists
dr:ri.ng the carnpaign ancl will joi.n us. ftre ninersr
position has evolved considerably d.r.ring the strike
as we oight expect. Certainly they are presenting
the econonic case against pit closures more and nore
forcefully as the strike progresses ayrd refute
totally the lrhole notion of rprofi.tabilityr and the
closure of tunecononicr pits. Industrial action
is the best form of poli.tical ed.ucation.

DL3: Do you think they look to Neil Kinnock for
leadership?

RD: Yes. I was supprised. that so few of then
appeared to support Kinnock as leader. I iiid not
get the iropression that this was exclusively because
of his position on the baIlot antL his wavering
coumitment. llhey see Benn, Heffer and Skinner as
their leaders.

Dl8: Do you think the niners have lost you support
in Exrnouth?

RD: No, our support, such as i.t is, has not been
affected.; but I hope we have shonn the people of
Exmouth that the Labour Party exists in a forn to be
reckoned with. We have had to confront quite a bi.t
of abuse, but I think that facing this abuse is
very i.mportant and will encourage other Labour
syropathisers to show their colours. I hope the roiners
strike and their present situation will strengthen
our positi.on . Irm sure it will.
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Following press\re from the Exeter CLP rExeter
Labour tsriefingr has stopped publication. During
ari acrinonious exchange on the ClvlC it was stated' by
a leading opponent of ELB that the real objection
was to the content and not to the namer as in the
ECs recomnendation for expulsion. fhis confirmed
the claims of those who support the Briefing.

As regards the final issue the objection to the
content ruy have gained sone justification, although
the process of attempti.ng to expel the editors had
been set i.n notion some months previously. Thrs
Iast issue was wron5in presenting an account of
a ward. meeting colo',red, albeit ru:derstarrdablyt
by personal aninosity.

We aCnit that we have made emors, brrt would. wish to
point out that ELB has in the past contained' many
well informed articles on a variety of themes,
put forward in a spirit of constructive debatet
within the Labo,,r Party.

So what has happened i.n Exeter ? The right wing
have beg.:n moves to keep the Left in check. We woudl
stiLl oaintain that it is roore than coi.ncidental
that this occurs at a tine when the Labour Group
on the Exete:' City Co::ncil has entered. into a
rworking reLationshipt wi.th the Liberals. So far
the Labo':r Croup has not compromised. severely
on the mami,festo, although the fact that the Liberal.
and Labour manifestos are not d"issini"Iar raises
sone very obvious questrons.

In charlging its name, the Bri.efing has avorded the
i)-Iegal expulsion of its editors and the inevitable
acrimony accompanying any any appeal to the NEC.
Thus no precedent can be claimed for moves against
other area Briefings and the nationr,ide collection
of forums for socialrst debate of the broad Ieft
remarns undamageC.

Devon Labo'er Briefing ca:r therefore be launched
wi.th a spirit cf optimj.sn. Nobody has ever said.
it is easy being a socialist in Devon, but never
has there been a mcre vital time for us to come
together and bui,ld. a mass campaigning Labour
Party. There are marry who are acutely aware of
the d.epth of the crisis in Britain and the severity
of attacks being nrade on the working people, the
Jougr the poor, women, blacks, but who feel,
isolated and impotent. Hopefully )evon Labour
Briefing wi.11 provide an opportuni-ty for communication
and discussi,on, and be a catal;rst for action.

The R"g-btg

Opposition

Thcre is no effectj.ve opposition to Thatcheri"sra.
in this country, only a rrag-bagr consi,sting of
protest roovements, C.N.n., I{omensr novements, T'JC
and. a Labo,.r Party trying to recreate i.tself .

Thatcherrs governnent has forged ahead with its
policies, dismantling the welfare state with ever
increasi.ng prograrnmes of privati.sation of services,
cuts in benefits, selling off profitab).e parts of
nationalised industries, the passage of a repress-
ive PoIice and Crimi,nal Evidence Bill which wiII
legalise the il1ega1 a.nd. often brutal measures taken
by the police against the miners and the Greenham
IrJomen. Rar:dom stop and search road blocks will soon
be seen in the strer ts of England as they are in
llorthern Ireland. The government, not content with
rrate-cappingr to control. Iocal cowrcils seeking to
improve services renai,n deterni.ned to abolish
Metropolitan Authoriti.es; and having deli.berately
provoked. the mi-ners strike (no mi.ner chooses the
summer tine in which to act) they continue dai,ly to
provoke anrl confront while the media revels in one-
sided. reports of violence. The divisions in the
country between the jobless a.nd the waged increase
and we are all being made fearful of losing our jobs,
of the nuclear threat, of the hoary old red nenace.

As I see it the rag-bag has utterly failed to become
a cohesive political force; it.has foLrnd no authentic
expression in the institutions of democracy. In the
words of Beatrix Campbell rwe already }o:low nore about
the rise of the new radical Right tha:r we d.o about
the derni,se of the o1d Leftt. We have failed dis-
ue11y to recruit the young ur.nemployed and the nass of
worki.ng people. Those who have suffered roost, the
clients of the D.H.S.S. and the (un)Eroployment Offi-ce
see no point in protest, Their total Lack of faith
in our ability to achieve change and their desparr
are very worryingr We seem unable to give them
answers. Anger would. be better than apathy.

Parlianentary opposition seems to be lacking in will
and in undiy. With a few notable exceptions there
are no strong voices and no clear lead.ership; few
l,I.P.f s for example are seen at picket 1ines. lr{e
all seem to be too concerned. about upsetting the
niddle groirnd. It seems to ne that to be effect-
i.ve we have sonehow to become nuch roore involved.
with the other rags in the bag and nuch nore support-
i.ve of each other. h"e ca.:r learn from each otherrs
streng'bhs and wealoresses. Out of the rag-ba1: has to
come a brand new party dress. So how about a brg
demo in Exeter in support of the miners for a start?
with, , of cor-Lrse, the barrners of the party, C.lI .I. ar:d.
the Uni.ons all being seen together.

Pam Penhale
Tiverton CLP
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LABOUR GrGenham
STAND Many people tn ?rafalgar Square on Juae

9th- wii-f 'have heara ttte Greenhan speaker I s
passlonate call- for IO nllllon wonen to
wlthdralr thelr labour and Joln the Green-
ham peace camp for ten days betvreen
September ZOth and lOth. Stnee then,
word has spread qutckly, at least 11thln
the femlntst and peace roovements. Greater
llnks - wlth women a1l- over Brltaln' tn
workplaces, homes, unlons etc. - wt11
have to be worked for and cemented before
anythlna near the ten mll Ilon target can
be reached. The prot,lems lnvolved 1n
organlslng a womenrs strlke are nott
however, arguments for cynlclsrn. They
polnt to the very reasons why such a strlke
ts necessary, and, tf successful, why 1t
wl11 be the.most revolutlonary aet agalnst
the forces and lnstltutlons of ml11tarlsm'
capttallsn, and patrtarchy ln Brltaln that
any of us w1 11 have ever r+Ltnessed.

A strlke ts a test and show of Power,
strength, and solldarlty. It challenges an
lmbalince of power and attempts to redress
;hi;-bt-;rttr,brarrg v1ta1 labour, maklng
ttre point that thli labour 1s of greater
valui than lts economlc and socla 1 status
;;;i; suggest. However, slnce nost of the
work that women do ls gtven no economlc
status or value a t all - 1.e. unPald
domestlc labour - the lrnbalance of power
is greater here than ln any other area of
wor[. In the wa y that most of our labour
has been made lnvlslble - care of ch11dren,
e1der1y, male partners, malntenance of
home ana famlly, soclal and sexual reprod-
uctlon - sc our power, too, appears 1nv1s-
lbIe untll we start,t.o use 1t. Thls ls a

cruclal polnt because we r+111 be told
iepeateaiy between now and September that
we'cannot strl$e effectlvely when we have
no lnctustrlal muscle, no tradltlonal
organlsatlon, no status, no va1ue, no
poidr. Thts ls the surface plcture that
iri"i"""ta1 eaptliallsm presents us rlth'

In rea11tY, though, the Power and the
muscle 1s- ihere, and lf 1ts value wl11
only be recognlsed through strlke actlon,
through non-cooperatlon wlth employers
and male mlddle class buslness lnterests
whlch make female labour a 1ow-pald
ghetto, r.1 th the state war machlne, h'Lth
ian made laws and hterarchles that re-
qulre women to produce and servlce a
iabour force thit faces 1lfe1ong explolt-
atlon on one hand and nuclear destruct-
1on on the other - then we l:ust wlthdraw
thls labour to assert and Prove 1ts
vaLue. Our absence wl1l be notlced lf
our presence 1s lgnored.
Ten days of non-cooperatlon, though'
wlI1 be ten days of posltlve aetlon and
po11tleal advanee. Negatlve value and
a -Sense of powerlessness c:n be redlr-
acted and channell-ed to make llnrs
that dlvlde-and-ru1e government seeks
to destroy: between mllllons of wonen
who share economlc and sexual explolt-
atton, between the expanslon oi the
nuclear war lndustry and the destructlon
of the coal lndustry, between the runn-
1ns dol..m of the health -t'd socl,a1 S€rv-

ALONE

Scratch a Liberal and. r:nderneath the glossy veneer
you wil). find a Tory. Ind.eedr Marx himself
felt that there uould be roorn for only one major
Capi.talist Party, narnely the Liberals - the
Liberals, however, have become, d.ue to hi"stor-
ical circumstarc, s, the Tory second eleven to be
boosted by Capitalisrn when the Tories look like
beconing unpopular. The Liberals have recently
been joined by the traitors of the SDPr a Party
set up by the rich to try ancl d.esroy the Labour Party
- they have failetl. lfhat are the emprici.sts
up to now? Like the qyth of a crock of golil
at the end of the rainbow - a mish-mash of oppor-
trmists in the forro of Frank Field (Lab. Birken-
heatl), Lord l,lichaeI Yormg of Dartington (Chair,
SDP Devon) and Eric }tobsbawrn (erstntrile theor-
eti.cian of the so-ca}1ed Comrnunist Party) are
busy with their brushes painting the rainbow.

liith these types, the hue looks
blue, and may becore increaoingly so as they
invite the wet nappies of the Tory Party (Pym,
Prj,or et aI . ) to join then whenin the ti.nes
ahead, Thatcher sturobles anil fa1Is.

liho are these coalitioniets? Each would clairn
to be a gentleman of pri.nciple. Frank Field
a€rees with his GMC when it suits him. Lord
Michael Young runs a paternaliatic operation in
Devon reniniscent of the nineteenth centuryl
David Stee} calls hi,nself a denocrat because
he ignores his own armual conferencel Dr. rDeathr
Owen ca1ls on the Tories to use the anti trade
r:nion laws agai.nst the minersl Euroconmunj.sts
like Hobsbawn, are in reality Liberals with their
phrase rlet usunite all progressive forcesr.

These would-be saviours of the nation believe
they are having original thoughts. What they
donrt realise is that tbey are the nouthpieces
of others nho see the coning storms for the
Tories and are busy cobbling together an altern-
ative. the Rainbow Group need Capitalisn to
provide th.ir expensive suits and the daily
bloating of red wine and. fi.ne steaks. ltre fear
of a left Labour governnent coming to power
d.rives then together.

The ls,bour Party nust reject outrigtrt advances
oade fron without to water down the d.rive for
a proper socialist prograilrte, and must have
no truck with those within - the lrojan horses
who are trying to stem the leftward shift of
Labour.

ftre rainbow is nerely a transitional phenomenon.
What we rnust ensure is that when it dissolvee
into the blue sky it is overcome by the red hot
ball of the sun. Labor.r nust stand alone!

Sean Brogan
Yice Chair Teignmouth Labour Party (personal
capacity)
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lces and the eneouraEement glven to
women to remaln 1n the home etc. It
wtll- be a strlke 1lke.o other. i{hether
women declde to flood Greenham or estab-
Llsh a chaln of 1oca1 aetlons all over
Brltaln - and hopefully numbers will
a11ow for both - our effect w111 be
exploslve. Homen ln Exeter and the SW
reglon have already started meetlng
and org?nlstng for the strlke. Slnce
nany women w111 be unabl-e to get to
Greenham for ten days at a stretch,
we must have strong chalns of supoort
and actlon ln all areas and at all IeveIs.
Thls relres on energy and ln1t1at1ve -
and suprort of course fron men, eg chlld
care facilltles - and wIdespread pui-r11clty
f or maxlmum lrnpact . There r,L ll- be ano ther
reglonat neetlng ln Exeter on Saturday
July 21st at 1 pm ln the Vlctory Centre,
Yagdalen Rd. for wonen lnterested ln
organlslng 1oca1 actlons and puollcIt,y
f or Greenham. Ixeter rlomen f or Peace
are hav-ng an op.n meetlng on July 12th
(see F1ylng Post dates 11st). We need
as many women as posslbl-e to get toge-
+-her and p)-an for the months ahead:
1eaf1ets, publlc neetLngs, dlscusslons,
and publlclty ln both 1ocal and natlonal
nedta rnust, 1,e utiii:.,--o:-f liL) li.i'rr '.,o

get our mess:ge across. It ls up to
wonen ln the Labour movement and aI1
progresslve groups to ac-,i.vate tnelr
mernbers and resources to make these ten
da;;s a po11tlcal success.

Contact Exeter ',^Iomen f or Peace, Devon
Labour Br1 eflng, Anne Cahl11/Pat l'1arsh-
a1lat Exeter 218t84 for more deta11s.

After the co-imci1 elections most of the Labour
Party seens content to leave the conduct of the
cou-nci.lts business in the hands of the elected
few. In their tura these rmunicipal careerj,stsl
seeu''rnLikely to cha.nge the operation of the
City Corxrcil very noticcably. The scope for
initiative is very namow and nost of the fund.s
are alread.y .:onmitted.. Depend.ence on Liberals
is a further inhi,bition to the development of
radical polici.es.

I want to argue that the Labour Party can use
its control of the District Council to make small
but significa.nt inpacts on the daily lives of
the population which may, taken as a whoIe,
start to establish a new constituency, particular-
1y anong those who are at present so little
attended to by poli.ticians of all parties that
they are unlikely to vote at all. lle can learn
consid.erably fron the experience of local govern-
roent in London ancl Sheffield., where unorthodox
initiatives by Ioca1 politicians have built up
unprecedented. support for Labour ad.ninistrations
wtrich have been prepared to step out of the
trailtional bound.s of council work and pay attention
to the real needs of minority gro'ips anil the
poor. We ca.nnot expect our existing councillors
to take such initiatives on their own, for the
very reason that they have become used. to the
ways in whj,ch the council works, and because they
are a^nswerable to the trad.tional- Labour supporters
who voted. for them. In Exeter it is inporta,nt that
the Party establishes that it is prepared to look
to the need.s of a wider constituency than the
council estates where the solid Labour seats are.
Tlrere are a number of- differ nt areas where it
should be possible to take initiatives without

need.ing large suns of money. Hhile the 1ocal man-
ifesto i.s helpful in some areas there is a continued
need to d.evelop policy in the light of the Party's
experiece of governing.

(1) Morality: lluch can be achieved. at litt1e expense
by such g'estures as the establishment of a Nuclear
Free Zone, ensuring thatCf,ty investments are
withdrawn from South African firms, that the
interests of animal rights carupaigners are taken
acco'"rnt of . Even such a sinple ,gesture as permitting
suitable political organisations to use City
premises for meetings, fund. ralsing events, etc,
can d.o much to weaken the arguments of those who "
regard the Labour Party as too o1d. fashioned io
be worth supporting. Ihere are a nunber of wards
where EcoLogr or Liheral protest votes are potent-
ia11y crucial.
( Z) tntormation: ML:nicipal aclministarion in this
area has a tradition of secrecy which is hard. to
break. If we ar.e to establish any real partici-
pation in }ocal goverrrment then electors roust be
given mrch more access to information. At present
alot of the councils business j,s not open to
public d"ebate, either because it is never reported
to conmittee at all or because it is eonducted in the
private part of the meeting. If nerobers of the public
do mana6e to penetrate to the place where the conmit-
tee j.s roeeting (and more couId. be d.one to publicise
the agenda antl the venue) then they will be fortu-
nate if they can follow the business. In the Guj.Id
Ha11 they will be luclqy if they can hear what i.s
going on. They certainly wontt be permitted
to participate at al1 in the meeting. Committees
can includ.e nembers who are not eounci.lIors, but
in Exeter only the leisure committee has any
non-council nenbers. This would be a way in which
dj.fferent groups night be involved.
The City has never produced. a proper Annual Report,
as it is obliged. to do under the terns of fhe Local-
Government Planning and. Land. Act 1980. 1S
Ilost councils procluced their first report in 1981.
Exetcr has not even produced one yet. In general
the City has not been very forthcoming wi.th
information lltre explanation they send. out to Housing
Benefit applicants is a particularJ-y bad exanple.
Most applicants are pensioners, and many are Ii.keIy
to have problems reading. The e:rplnatj.on consists
of four pages of sma11 type which most people
woulcl fintt completely incomprehensible, even if
they could. read..it. It is to be hoped that the
new administration nakes a start by improving
the informatlon that the cor::rcil gives out to
people who need. its services.

(3) Servic s: Tories are not actually interested.
in the services which the cor.ucil provid.es for the
poor, so they left thern to the officers to run as
they saw fit. Sone of them, particularly in
Housing, which is the biggest of the services
provid.ed at District Cou:nciL level, have been
abominably run. Housing Benefit, the Homeless
Persons Act, and the allocation of cou:ciI
houses have been used to nanage and control the
poor. They cou1d. be used. creatively, but that
would involve reclaining them from the officers
who nanage then at the monent. Ilousing Benefit,
for exanple, was devolved to the City Treasurer
in April 1983, with the proviso that he reported
back to the Housing Committee after sirth nonts.
There is sti11 no sign of any report.

It will take a considerable effort before ord.inary
people feel that it nakes some difference to then
who controls the City council. Unless that effort
is made it will become increasingly diffiult to drag
people to the po11s, and this apathy will spread
over to other elections' 

Martln Rathfelder
Exeter CIP

Local goueruLrnerlt



Teachers'
dispute

Devonrs teaehers bave at last woken up I
After several years of hum1llatlng and
devastatlng cutbacks comblned wlth a
serles of derlsory pay offers, large
numbers of teaehers have declded that
lt 1s tlme to f1ght. Admlttedly thelr
most recent strlke actlons have been
supported by fu11 relurbursement of pay
from thelr unlonts meagre funds, but at
least they d1d somethlng.

Thlngs began ln a sma11 way wlth some
token strlkes agatnst the recent cut
of f1.4m 1n the Devon Educatlon budget.
lhen the pub11e utterances of Kelth
Joseph natlonally and ?ed Ptnney J-oca1Iy
lnfurlated and unlted teachers. But
why has 1t taken teachers so long to
aettae to make a stand? Shlrley Wll1lamst
"Great Educatlon Debate" of the ]ast
Labour government began the demoralls-
atlon of teacher actlvlsts who had voted
trabour. Thls was followed by repeated
cuts 1n educatlon budgets whlch lowered
the ,1ua11ty of the servlce. In a splrtt
of nalve a1tru1str many teachers accepted
the 1nevttabl11ty and lncreased work
load of the cuts. They meekly accepted
whatever pay lncreases Thatcher was
prepared to offer. So totaL was the
demorallsatlon of teachers that unlou
meetlngs became sparsely attended and
the w111 even to dlscuss the strategy
for a flghtback dlsappeared. Dur!.ng
thls tlme the greatest ehamplons of
edueatlon were not the Labour Party
or the teaeher unlons but lnterested
parents and organlsatlons ltke the
Campalgn to Advance State Educatlon.

l,latters were made worse by the apparent
reluctance of teacher trade unlon
leaders to actually 1ead, ln the m1s-
taken be11ef that tmlLltancyt causes
the uass reslgnatlon of members.
F-u1es were passed to prevent NUT
branehes from taklng actlon on 1ocal
tssues. In London there was a wltch
hunt of NUT members who took actlon
whlch was constdered "unofflcla}'r by
the NUt Executlve.

fn fact qutte the reverse has been the
case 1n f;evon as the membershlp of the
NUT has rlsen steadlly wlth the lncrease
ln actlon. As people have seen a teacher
unlon dolng somethtng posltlve they
have Jolned lt. A strong call for actlon
fron the NUT leadershlp has brought
a good response from the membershlp.
( Adml ttedly Devon' s response was 11m1 ted
but natlonally the response was sol1d).
It 1s lnterestlng to note the reason
for thi.s new thlrst for leadershlp
whlch has been aqulred by the NUT exec-

utlve. At the reeent Natlonal Conference
of the NUT, the executlve reslsted the
grass roots movement towards a flat
rate salary lncrease that would beneflc
the lower pald teachers. Tlme after
tlme durlng the week the executlve rnoved
procedural polnts -uo delay a llnal
vote. 1t was no colncldenee th"-'u the
4*/" pay offer was reJected soon after.
The teaehersr leaders had at last got
the messaee and a deal wtth the rlval
NAS/UWI untfted the actlon.

But thls reursence of actlvlsn by teach-
ers may only be short llved. Par too
often ln the past teacners have fa11en
for the tradltlonal ernployersrtactlcs.
Byappearlng lnflexlble and then maklng
a mlnor concesslon, the enployers have
managed to convlnee the unlons that they
have won a major vlc+"ory. Tnls was the
case wlth the NUl's recent carpalgn
agalnst the cuts ln Dev:n. Yany c-a1m
that referral to arbltratlon represents
another great vlctory.0n the contrary
our leadershlp may well have to accept
an arbltratlon award whlch fal-ls far
short of teachersr expectattons and thls
may lead to renewed demorallsatlon.
Furthermore, Devon counclllors Plnney
and Sayers have promlsed us that hundr-
eds of teachlng Jobs'^{11 be lost 1l the
award ts above 4)fi. Devon County Councll
has a po11cy known as "The Pay Loss
Factorrr; the cost of every pay award
wlll be made up by Job losses.

For those Devon teachers lnvolved ln the
recent battles agalnst educatlon cuts
and the pay tssue, the way fori+ard seems
cl-ear. i{e must reslst any.lob losses
cau.qed by Devon's " Pay l-oss factor"
po11cy. ,{e nust contlnue to f1 ght thls
year's cut of €1.&m ln the educatlon
budget.',,1e reust persuade the rlght wltlg
male headteacher domlnated Executlve
of our unlon that a flat rate Pai' ln-
crease ls the only way to lmprove tne
standard oi llvtng of the maJorlty of
teachers, 1e women. To a head teaeher
a a*.% lncrease ls a substantlal pay
rlse, but to a teacher on thelowest
salary scale 1t 1s an 1nsult.

We must ensure that our pay award ls
not galned at the expense of other
pubIlc sector workers or consumers.
Wemust work wlht other publlc sector
unlons and mount a Jolnt attack on the
rate capping 1ssue. Teachers and others
must be persuaded that they are engaaed
1n a permanent struggle agaln:it a govern-
ment that does not care about the educ-
atton of the chlldren of ordlnary xork-
lng people.

Teachers work hard ln the classroom
to compensate for the lnequalltles 1n
Br1 taln today. Th::y showed that they
were preparerl to work Just as hard
to lmprove thelr pay. Now If those same
teachers were prepared to be Just as
hard worklng and ml11tant ln defence
of the pubLt c seetor as a.,klrele, then
we would be naklns some real progress.

Steve Leonard
Devon I{UT an4 Labour
Party memher



SIGNS OF
CRISIS

ffiFI.TICTIONS 0F A UNION ACTMST FRO]'I

TI{E T'ORY BACK WOODS

Budleigh Salterton has often been considered
the outpost of Empire, the home of retired colonials
and service officers, where the workers heew their
place and supplied suitably deferential service to
the gentry. The atroosphere in Ermouth is somewhat
si.ni1ar. Trade unionists are sti11 sonewhat sus-
pect, as I have experienced while working as a
dustman for the loca1 a..thorlty.

The pressures on }ocal goverrrnent to save money

aJe now at full blast and., as always, it is the
oanual staff who must provide the i-ncreased eff-
i.ciency, Bonus values have been changedr two dust-
carts have been taken off , a n'.rmber of men maCe

redundant, the pace qui-ckened' a:rd, of codrse'
there is alnays the possibility of privatisatron
if the enployees protest too nuch. The last thing
nanagement r,rant is a tnilitantt , i€, an effj.cient
shop ste;.ard.

fhatcherisn is based. on the proposition that the
only productive workers ane those that prodrce
surplus within the capitalist system. The ideolog-
ical battle is taking place between politi.cians
and. acad.eni.cs but the harshness of the present
regime i.s being felt on the shop floor and by the
nillione relying on neag?e state benefits. fhe
unions trust be mad.e ineffective ald this neans
an atnosphere nust be created so that r-mion activ-
i.sts either lose thlr jobs or find it difficult to
get therc agin if they do lose thern.

By increasing unemployment, monetarism daropens
workers willingless and ability to resist heavier
workloads Eaking their collective orgarisations
ineffective. At the same time there are drastic
limitations on the right to picketr arid severe
restictron on the right to call sympathetic
strikes, renewed attacks on the closed shop and
blatent i"nterference with the rights of unions
to nnn their own affairs in accordence wi.th thriir
onn ru1es.

The miners have felt the ful1 force of the capitalist

grounds for hope and there is no doubt that the
Labour Movement has become very actively involved
in recent months. They have seen and felt the
apparatus of the capitalist state in the forn of
the police, judiciarf, and the press and they nay
also have begr.:n to red.iscover a solidarity lost fron
the days of coroparative full-employrnent.

l,larx was undoubtedly right in pointing out the
contridictlons of capitalist society between the
lndivj.dua1 interests of capi balists arrd the
col.Lective interests of tho working population.
If the working class and their orgariisations merely
accept a framework which already exi.sts they do riot
challenge the structLrre of capitlisn. The rd-nersr
d.ispute is not about rooney rt about preserving
communi,ties ald the work which gives not just
incone but also i.Centi.ty. Arth'.:r S:argiIl challenges
the coal board on econc:ric ground.s but also the
whole phi.iosphy of rLonetarism, of capitalism, of
the divisions between those in work and those
who have no hope of finciing work, of the divisions
betweer: liorth and South.

There is hope i,n the present situation. There is
nothing urhich so concentrates the nind as activel-y
being involved j.n industrial action. There are al.ter-
natlves. Sociali"sm d.oes not spontaneously explode
wi,thin the working class and it is often when they are
in a crisis sj.tuation that workers real.ise how they
have been conned. over the yeara. It was that common
sharing of experience of all classes in the war
which created the conciousness whi.ch conpletel-y
shook the Tories :.rider Churchil}. the more the
working class get involved in the present drspute
the more they will realise how deparate this
government is to preserve the capitaliSt structr.rre.
0f course in their deparati-on they will certai.nly
use the police, the med.ia and possibly even the army
in the last resort. People are now beginnlng to
realise that there are alternatives and not the
comprrnises usually offered whenevet a rsocialistr
government has taken power in the past.

Jim Salter (Honiton CLP)
Chair Exmouth Trades Cow:cil-
(personal capacity)

state s.ppaxatus i,n the behaviour of the police.
But it has no rea11y touched the leafy lanes of
places like Budleigh Salterton or those whose income
is well above average and quite assured. ftlere are
now two nations i"hc rich and. the poor. The trouble
rri1l be confined. to the inner cj.ties r to the now
d.ecling ind.ustrial and mining areas and only
reaches East Devon slourIy. We did however get quite
a supri.se recently when Exmouth entertained
nhat seened like alien invaders to sorae - the
groups of Einers who were picketing Exmouth
Docks.

Perhaps i-t is when the policies become so extrerne
and the crisis becomes so apparent that a change
ney cone. the scale of uremployment and bankruptci.es
requi,red Eay even be too rouch for sorae Tory supp-
orters to stornach, but opposition to Tory polici.es
can only effectively come fBom the workers them-
selves. fhis is why the present roinersr strike is
so vi.tal to prserve both the validity and futr.re
of the trade union novement and also the Labour
Party. We cannot rely on the disquit that sone
Tories are now erpressing. {tre rwetsr d.o not irnpress
Mrs thatcher. The minersr strike gives us some

( 'I'rveron C LP )
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Women tlJork
Together

0n 15th and 17th June f[ousewives and Dialoguer held.
a CLC fund.ed. conference whi.ch coincid-rd with
the eighth alr.versary of the Soweto uprisi"ng. The
conference ad.dressed itself to wonenr s work all
over the world: wornen do two thirds of the worldr s
wor, receive only five percent of the world.rs
incoroe and ouns less than one percent of the
world.rs assets. While women in the more affluent
often work harder than rnen for less noney, the
vast bulk of the unpaid, uncor.rnted female labour
in the world is done by women in fhird World
coi:ntries. Socialists, who claim to be a.nti-
imperiali.st must take account of the disprop-
ortionate exploi.tation of black peopLe , and
black women in particular. It is appropriate
therefore to structure a conference on womenrs
work internationalLy, around the d.erund.s of
black immigrant women.

Much of the discussion centred arouid I invisiblel
work which women do (housework, emotj.onal care
and support for husbands, parents, etc, ) and. the
econoErlc dependence of wonen on men. While the
oppression of wonen may not be entirely explicab).e
on the an econonic basis economic dependence on
nen is sonething that the vast majority of women
have in connon, and ii is a significar:t factor
i.n deterni.nin g womenrs lives. It is something that
uni.fies women, and therefore campaigning behind. a
slogan such as raages for houseworkr is a good basis
for a broad. , g:rass roots wonent s movenent.

On the subject of how women from d.i.fferent back
gt'ounds, different sex':ral orientations, d.ifferent
co)"o',r, etc, cal cooperate, and how wonen can
cooperate with oen, the conference favor.rred
autononous organisation. Autonony rs NO? the same
are separati.sn, and emplies that d.i.fferent groups can
organise and discuss issues independently, with the
fi.nal aim of coming together with a better Lrnderst-
andj.ng of their own indivi.d.ual positions. Speakers
included Pragna Patel from So-ithall Black Sisters,
a lromar: from SWAPO, a Greenhan Wonan, and Wilroett
Brom. In Britain, the Peace Movement is oriented
towards preventing war, but inperialism is placing
urch of the world i.n a state of uar now. While we are
uorking towards the sane end.s, we ad.opt vastly
d.ifferent means depend.ing on our situati.on.
Cooperation thus requires a great deal of repect
for the decrsions made by others, which was
1}1ust:'ated. by wonen on the pane1. One womarr
fron Creenham, for instance, came froo a tradition of
non-violent dilect action against the nucLear in-
dustry, whereas the SWAPO woroen is fighting the same
economic interests, but is involved in arned, struggle
Yet they had such obvious respect for each others
canpai-g:ring work that the unity of purpose was
highlighted. rather than the d.ifferences between
them. The unity of perpose also applies to the
Labour lr{ovement and its re}ation to the Wonenr s
Movement and the struggle of black and fhj.rd World
People.

Another central point is accessibi.lity; organisat-
io:rs, campaigns, neetings and literature must be
eq:rally accessible to all, which is illustrated by
the writing produced by some of the wonen who help
organise the conference, such as Sex, Race and Class
by Selma James, Black Wornen: Bringing it all Back HorE
by M. Prescod.-Richards and. Nornra Steele, The Rapist
who Pays the Rent by.R. Ha11, S. Jarnes and J. Kertesz,
Black 'ilonen and the Peace Movement by H. R1es6.
These are published by Falling WaI1 Press, in Bristol,
and I reccomend then to you,

F
TONY BENN

4th June 19g4

I was concerned to hear ihat the rxecu-
ttve of the Exeter Labour party are
recomnending to the GMC, on June 15th,that you and your two colleaques be
expel-led from the party lor Ed1*ulns
Exeter labour Br1ef1ng.

As you know varlous edltlons of LabourBrleflng are pubLlshed ln dlffere::t
parts of the country, and are rldely
welcomed because they help to broaden
the dlscusslon of problems facj-ng the

Nowhere has lt been argued that the
name Labour belongs ln any 1ega1 sense
to the party as such - hence Ie.bour
Herald. There are many groups lnstdethe party whlch use the word Iabour
In thelr t1t1e, even when some of them
support po11cles that are at varlance
wlth Conference po1lcles ...
If by ch3nce the GMC were to exfrel you,
and your colleagues, from the party
on these groundsi lt would be open to
you all to appeal to the NEC.

Were you to appeal I am almost sure tha.
the NEC, on the basls of recent dect-
s1ons, would d1sa11ow your expulslon
and relnstate you all.
But of course the best thlng that could
happen worlld be for the GMC not to pro-
ceed with the motlon to expet, when
1t rceets on June llt:i.
,{1 th the Party now '/iorklne togetner
so ryel-l-, we reali.y do not want to- dam-
age our prospeets of vlctory ln the
next electlon by startlng a serles of
expulslons.

You can, of course, quote thls letter
and I am sendlng a copy of lt to John
Shepherd, as a courtesy to h1m and the
offlcers the Exeter Party, many of whotr
I have had the prlvllege of kno',Cng,
and worklng wlth, over the years.
I am also sendlng a copy to the Natlonal
Agent and the Reglonal- Organlser, 1n
the hope that they may be able to help
avert thls problem before 1t arlses.

Yours fraternally,
Tony Benn

SUPPORT DEVON LAB-OUR BRIEFING

o Flnanela1Iy
oSe1l Devon Iabour Brleflng
ol/Irlte a letter or contrlbute

an artlcle to the Brleflng

-CONTACT: DLB, HoLmbush, Ide,
Exeter, Devon. d,-
Telephone : Exete'c ;.86r2<14


