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Rents in Execer bel4g cMrgeci by privace iandlords are
r:naccepcably high, especially wi'en one reflEtrters abcnrc ilre
relatively lore house prices in Execer. They have been risi-rg
rapidly over Che last few years and are illrnany cases now ac
Least double an accepEabie rent. Thi-s sj-truation caruloE be cole-
raced by socialists and action can ard uust be taken on chis
issue. Ttrere is a facilicy for boch i.:rdividual cenanEs and the
buncil Eo get a 1egal maxi.n''un renc or "fair renc" set on
properties. the Ca:ncil should use chi-s faciliry ard ac clre
5ry tirre make sure chat cenants c/hose cases are noc raken up 'ov

che Co:nci1 have fu11 kncrvrlecige of cheir ri-ghts and clre
procedure for protecting cheir ilterests.

A "fair renc" i-s decernLined by che Rent Officer who accs j.rde-
perdentl.y of 1ocal ard cenEral goverrunent. It is deternired on
che basis of che "age, character, localiry ard staEe of repair
of a drcl1ing" ard che qr.EnEiEy and quality of any frrrniarre
provided'"*rilst disregardirg Ehe value due co any ).ocal shortage
of similar acccrmrcdation. It is assured also chac a landlord
wr-1l make a "reasonable" profic chargi:rg a fai-r rent. Any
!.enant (or landlord) can ask for a fai-r rent to be "regiscered"
by the Renc 0fficer. Such a process should cake less chan c*o
upnths and once Ehe fair renE has been registered it is birdjng,
even if chere is a charge of cenant, for crao years after virich
the landlord nray ask for a new fair rent to be regi-stered. The
local Council nray also ask che Renc Officer to consr-der the rent
being paid by a.ry Eenant ard j-f s/he decides Ehac Ehe renc is
coo high s/he will detenni.ne a fair reni".

There was a case recently in Exeter r.ri,rere Ehe cenants of a frve-
bedrocned house askeci for a fair renc to be regiscered. The
renE b€nc down fron 125 a r"eek per rocm to t10.66 a r^eek per
roqn. This is a reduction of abcnrc 13700 a year for che ho:se.
This case shows che excessive profics bei:rg made by rlre
lardlord and tro^r drastically the settirg of a fair rent can
fuprove che iivirg standards of chose in b.w paid jobs. Ir
also shows chat, assr:rning chat all tle occupanEs of che hcnrse
are jrt receipc of rent rebace or allowance, che Goverrrrenc via
the Ca:nci1 i"s wasting betr^een i.2000 and t3000 a year i:r cases
Like chis if che Co:ncil fails to ask Ehe Rent Officer Eo set
a fair rent. Rich landlords are also effectively being given
berr^reen f.2000 and i3000 a year via che Courrcil and che tenanr.'Ihls kind of sinnrlcaneous exploicacion of cer.anEs and free hand-
cuts cannoc be coleraced by Socialiscs. Besides the Torles are
permarencly conplainirrg of havi:rg to "waste" rnney on welfare,
hospicals ecc., so surely even lhey canrroc justify free hand-
G.Ics Eo landlords. Socialists rn:sc denrand chat only reasonable
rents are charged. IC is Cotal hl,pocrisy for the Goverrnent to
cuc benefi-cs anci rebates to r-he 1cx.r paici and unernployed, as :he
Fcruler Socia1 Securicy Green Paper reccnnends, rntren Ehey are
giving huge handoucs !o rich landlords. This shops how the
tloverrr:enf defends the class incerest.s of che rich.

//7,

'6u-l ! c,9N'f A€€on-D LL9'oo F ,./€€1.< R€NT
- a_ eNL-/ €^&rv {6o-oo.'

'Do^r,-f r{oRt:// 
=- 

g€LrEv€ TH€ CoUN4-lL HILL
\-{€LP (^e --- €f-/ a a€4/.{ You ''

It rnay be asked: wiry shouid che Cor:ncil ,.i. f"ft!|.. on uer,oif
of dissati-sfied tenints? A n-ufrer of poincs sl(o\ia Ue made on
chis. Firsc).y, alchough in rheory landlords "agree'' a renc
vrich their Eenants, iE is fairly obvious thaE in cases uttere
acconmodaEion is il short supply, prosF€ctj-ve EenanES are in no
posiEion to barcer. Either you accept che hi-gh rent or relurn,
becone hcneless. Secorrily, manv cenancs, havi.ng only ocher
high rencs Eo ccfirpare lheir renas vrith don'c realise Ehac Ehey
are berng ripped off. Ttrirdlyr even if they do realise Ehat
they are being ripped off, chey often don'c knc,r* of the exisc-
ence of che fair rent procedures. Fanrthly, tliey wrongly
believe Ehat if they do ask for a fair rent Eo be sec Ehey wi1-i
be evicted. Fifthly, since the Tory Housing Act 1980 many
Eenancs have Protected Shorthold Tenancies for rhe period of cr'
year; in chac case fhe landlord can evict Ehem at che end of
rhac period.

Generall'r,.nlost Eenants are eicher too unaware of cheir righr::
or do not have proper security of Een'.r:re (in the case of shor;
hold tenancs) oi iust cio noc wanc Eo upseE Eheir good relaci::
w-ith landlords by having a fair rent set. It is quite ccfincf-
for lancil.ords to Ehreaten eviction or to vathhold serr,'i.ces o;
even lo r-ncjridate using physical vlolence r*hen cenancs ask :

a fair renr to be set.
(conEd. over)
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Editorial
;lre trrblicati.on of uhis, che Oceober Eriefing, coincides
,ith che sEart of boch Ehe political season and the academic
'"ear. Devon labo:r Briefing has been in existence since
.Ju1y 1.984 and has consiscencly scressed che need for
r socj-alist analysis of British policics co be backed
,ip with accion. this Briefing rn particular cails for
accion on a ride range of issues 'wtere iE is noc enough
jusc Eo pass reso),ucions and Ehen sic back.

Eriefing has established i.uself as a forun for socralisc
.lebate and has canpaigned rirelessly for issues which che
i:bour Party has caken up in lrcrd buc not in deed. In
facE, great pressure, in che form of articles and resoluEions,
nas had ro be p:c on Execer Labour Party even co get
socialisc issues debated.

Ttre resolurions passed by Execer City Council regarding che
lfuclear Free Zone and AnEi Aparcheid i-ssues are tvo cases
where praccical neasures ousE ncn/ replace ernpty rhecoric,
as otE articles clearly derpnstrare. Similarly, che probleo
of hrgh rencs bei.ng subsidised by elre goverrrrenc can only
be solved by che Ca:ncil using i-ts'po{^rer Eo ljmiE extor[ionaEe
rencs and make cennanEs aware of Cheir righcs.

Eina11y, Devon Labour 3riefing appeals Eo strdencs wtro are
noc yeE active r-n locai grolitics Eo support this Rrblicacj-on
and add cheir ueighc ro lhe strugSle for socialism. The forth-
coning Day School prcrises Eo provide a greaE opporn-:nity co
widen che debaees covered by Briefing in che Souch WesE and
snould add up Eo an excici-ng rrEeti.ng of che cheorecical and
che praccical. A socialisu analysis of coday's problens
flrrsE. be presented ar every possible opporhxiEy by caapaigni-ng
inside che Laborrr Parcy and forging links becr"een che labour
Parcy and oEher proglessive grolps. Only a socialisc
c::ansformacion can halE che capitalist cisis. We m:sc
ccrrE Eo cerms wirh che real naEure of capicalist erploicacion
and oe prepared co ditch any notions of reform ard canprimise
in favour of rea] socialisc policies.

'Exeter has noE., as yeEt been declared a,Idrclear Free
Zone' horever a resolution was passed aE Ehe Ccuncil
lteeting held on 16 k.rober 1984'wtrich read as follcnrs:-

''Thac chis Council noEes Ehe refi:sal of Ehe MinisEryof Defence Ec confi-rm or deny Ehat lfuclear Weapons are Eoire,scored ar che Royal Navy Supply Depoc ac CounEess Wear,
and calls upon H.M. CoverrrrenE co refiain fron permicti:rg
Ehe posiEionj.ng or manufaccure of lfuclear i.Ieapons of
any kind wichi.n Ehe boundaries of or.rr Ciry in'peaceuj-Lt
and that Ehis Councii furcher oeciares thac ic'vri1l noc
make available for Civil Derence crai:r:-ng for }{:clear
W3r any CiEy Co-ncil ernolovee who obleccf Eo this cn
Ehe gro.rds of conscience".'

Llberal co:nci11or Mark Macnair, wricing Eo Roy Anderson,
goes further:

'If i'{r. Ctn:rcfward or yourself believes EhaE Exeter
Ms been decLared a l'fuclear Free Zone, then I am afraid
ycr: have been misled. Iie passed a rrncion requescjng HI,iGnot Eo store lir:clear r.Eapons il Execer, and'exeupctng
Councj,l ernpLoyees frcrn civj-L defence Erahing if'ch.;
conscienEiously objecred. This nndest rTotion is a far crytron a NM, and shcr:ld noE be j.nEerpreced as such.'

$c9nd1y, I4anchester has produced 1eaf1ets, posrers,
T-shirts, postcards, signposts, exhibitions,' and renaued
screeEs eEc. explaini_ng lsslres srrch as the Civil Defence
confidence Erick and the nonsense of li.:c1ear DtsEerrence.
Execer has noE done chis. In ocher words, cle-diffe.ence
becween ldanchescer and ExeEer is uhac che people of Man-
chescer knoq, Ehac che resolucion has been p"sied, ct.
people of ExeEer do noc.

The passing of resolutions is nearrilgless unless acted
upon, If only cor:ci11ors and a feu G,ID activiscs have
kncruledge of Ehis resoluEion Ehen iE is noc r.orth che
laper i.t is writren on. ljntil'srch ufue as rhe people of
Exerer are made ful1y aware of NM issues, Fxecer carulot
be regarded, in any praccical sense, as a NFZ.

Ileil Todd,
Execer CLP

unfair rents CoNTTNUED

llhaE can Execer Cicy Cor:ncil do? Ic co.rld refer all new cases
received by che Rebate DepartrDenE of rencs over a certail limic,
say i20, co the RenE Officer and p-rblicly announce Ehis so as
discorrage renrs over Ehis li$iE. IE could randonly selecE a
fraccion of clai:rs over a certain lower 1imit. Ic could occa-
sionallv include a gr:ide Eo Eenants rj.ghEs in ci.eques or corres-
pondence senE ouc to ciaimants of rebaEes and all.owarrces.

If such a canpaign againsE high rencs \.Ere Eo pr-rt coo much
addici,onal work on che Cor:ncil Ehen perhaps i.c should employ
spre staff. If che Cor:ncil can afford t20,000 for a new rnayoral
car Ehen s,rreLy iC can afford one or Evro rTore scaff j.n the
rebate departnenc. I'm sure rhis r"u.r1d be welccnred by c).aimants
in Exeter. If che Council canroc afford chis chen ic shculd
demand more nnney frorn cenEral governnenE for staff, poj.ncing
ctrE EhaE chis \.ri11 save clre goverrurEnE rncney overa1i.. Ic would
only rake 4 or 5 hcuses such as che one flEnEioned earlier co
cover Ehe cosc of one extra enployee.

Co:ld a carpaign affect rhe quantiEy ard quaiicy of renEed
acccnnpdaEi-on? I Ehink rhat landlords r.n,11 concirrue co make
large profirs on rented hor:sing and so che quantiEy and qualicy
of acccrmodacion r"u'tld noE significantly decrease.

PEANUTS ENVY?

IE is astonishjng thaE E(eEer G,tC has refused to reguest che
labour Cl.ub Eo retrDve sexist macerial fran behind the bar.
fh,e aileged reason for chis i.s chaE che fabcrrr Club is Lrvire-
penCenc of the Labcn:r Party and r-hat Ehe G4C shcul.d noi
r:rcerfere w-ich precisely che ching which encorrages people
:o cc[Te co Uhe Club ae all. If rhis is Erue chen ir reflects
a sad state of actic.:des in Execer CLP.

Ic is already che policy of'oori rhe CLP arxl the Club
Comictee noE Eo use sexisE maceriai behind clre bar for saie
or display. If only ehey vould srick ro rhis policy. Ir is
ancrnrlous for che Club co seii peanucs *trich gradually reveal
a $unan's body wirilst che Parry carpaigrr.sfor''alrren's Righcs
and !,lcnen's votes. Ic is ridi-culcnrs nowadays Eo expect
people noc co be offended by *rch rnacerial ard not to be
disco:raged frcrn ccrnilg co che bar. Ic is unfortunaEe Ehac
L,aborr Parry's policy on !.Jcnen cannoE be given effective
.-xpression in one of Ehe rDsc Erblic places of che Party in
Lxeter by che exclusion of chis ma[erial. Moreover iE.s
display only perpecuaces Ehe very sexist aEci.Eudes che l^abcnrr
Parcy is supposed Eo be catrpaigning againsc. &rlldozLng a
rTDcion requesting ics renpval frcm ghe bar ouc of rhe O,lC
uril1 not sEop Ehe campatgn co ger rid of i-c.

Is Exeter a Nuclear Free Zone ?

Follo^ring che passing of a resolution by Le:er Cicy
Council concerni.ng Ehe sEaEj.oning of rn:clearwea;ons rn
ExeEer, Ehere has been m.rch debate on uhe :i:.:stion of
v*recher ExeEer can be regarded as a }l:clear ^:ree Zone or
rot. Scrrp recenE leEcers frcrn Execer councili.ii have shed
rore. lighc on chis debace.

Tle basic argurEnE for regarding ExeEer as an NFZ j-s chat
Ehe resoluEion passed (see beloti) was based on part of
che Manchester nrodel resoluEion. Therefore, if Manchescer
is an NFZ, Ehen so is Execer. On chis Ehe case is rested.
This argwent., so far as ic goes, makes iogical sense. But
it n:rrs i.nco difficulcies if r.E exarnine che differences
betr.een ManchesEer ard Fxecer.

Firstly, Fxecer has noc been publicly declared an NFZ.
Ox Ehis both bbcur ard Liberal council.lors agree. In a
letter Eo Ray Vai1, labcn:r ccr:rnillor Phil Bi:lyk wri.ces:


